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amendment; and I do not mean to be eres 

3 entering into any competition with t e Senator 
ys North Carolina upon the score of liberality 
sa appropriations—per haps 1 had ee it 
rofligacy - Ido not know how near he and I may 
pre etoyether; but certainly, as to other Senators 
eae floor, I claim to be as liberal as any of 
them. Atthe proper time I should not hesitate 
1» give the President every servant he wants, from 
th eearet down to the kitchen, or to vote him 
chalets amount of money is necessary to make 
him comfortable, and to enable him to discharge 
his duties as a gentleman ought to do; but I wish 
to do it according to my understanding of the in- 
tention of the Constitution. ait 
“| will not say that the three distinguished gen- 
tlemen who have spoken {Messrs. Pearce, 
Bapoer, and Cr AYTON] are actuated by any hope 
of getting to the White House; but if they have 
any such hope, | may say to them they need give 
themselves no sort of uneasiness about my vote; 
but when they are elected President, before they 
take possession of the White House, I will, under 
the provisions of the Constitution, vote them 
enough to pay for all their servants, and their 
wines in the bargain; bat f will not do it after they 
have taken théirgeats. That is my position. 

Mr. PRATT. I concur entirely in the argu- 
ment of my friend from North Carolina, and my 
honorable colleague, so far as they go; but there 
are objectionable portions of the bill which they 
have not touched in their arguments. I under- 
stand that there is an appropriation of $1,000 to 
buy fuel for the President’s House, and another 
appropriation of $1,000 to pay men to make fires 
at the President’s House. I think the salary of 
the President is wholly inadequate, and I should 
be willing to vote to make it double what it is, if 
we had constitutional power to do so; but the 
constitutional provision is that the salary of the 
President shall *‘neither be increased nor dimin- 
ished during the period for which he shall have 
been elected; and he shall not receive within that 
period any other emolument from the United 
States.’’ | apprehend the President himself would 
suppose that this bill which gives him $1,000 
to buy fuel for his family, and another thousand 
to pay for men to make fires for him, to be un- 
constitutional, and therefore would veto it. Now, 
I think we ought not to run the risk of losing this 
bill, making the necessary appropriations for car- 
rying on the Government, by leaving in it pro- 
visions which | think the President will consider 
as conferring unconstitutional emoluments upon 
him, and which he will therefore feel bound to 
veto. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I wish to know the exact 
state of the question. Has the Senator from 
Tennessee moved to strike out these sections? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Srvarr 
inthe chair.) The question before the Senate is 
on the motion made by the Senator from Mary- 
land (Mr. Pearce] to amend the amendment of 
the committee by striking out the words, ‘ pri- 
vate secretary,’’ and inserting ‘* secretary who 
shall take ae of such official papers as shall 
be confided to him, and perform such other du- 
lies as - be directed by the President.’’ 

Mr. SLIDELL. I was under the impression | 
that the Senator from Tennessee had moved to 
strike out section eleven. For the information of 
the Senate, [ will present and have read by the 
Secretary, an amendment which I intend to offer 
at the proper time, in lieu of the eleventh and 
twelfth sections; and I will state briefly the rea- | 
sons why I wish to offer i@ 

‘y amendment provides for two officers, who, 
“a necessary to perform duties in relation | 
eile Dee and the House of Reggesentatives, 
abiee partments, which are purely official, | 
anise ede in any degree of the personal 
butehien persons attached to the President’s | 
that do tp »as wer I look to two such officers; 
one, and et propose to increase the salary of | 
tial . a Bown the other office, as bein essen- || 
the Presid ate of the proper official duties of /| 

esident. at far | am willing to go, and !| 
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no farther. My amendment is to strike out all 
after the enacting clause of the eleventh section, 
as proposed by the committee, and to insert 

“ That a yearly salary of $2,500 be, and hereby is, allow- 
ed to the Secretary of the President, from the commence- 
ment of the present fiscal year, which sum is hereby appro 
priated for that purpose ; and that a messenger be assigned 
to the Presidets’s office with the same annual compensation 
as is allowed by law to the principal messengers employed 
in the Executive departments.” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. These two sec- 
tions are proposed as an amendment by the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and thereforea motion to strike 
them out is not in order. The Senate may refuse 
to adopt them, and then the Senator can move to 
insert. The question is now on the amendment of 
the Senator from Maryland to the amendment of 
the committee. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 2 

Mr. SLIDELL. I now move to amend the 
amendment of the committee as it stands by strik- 
ing out the eleventh and twelfth sections, and in- 
serting what has just been read. 

Mr. CASS. I would suggest to the Senator 
from Louisiana that there can be no doubt about 
the propriety of paying for the stationery of the 
President for public purposes. We provide him 
with a library, and | can see no objection to fur- 
nishing him with stationery. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I will act on the suggestion 
of the Senator from Michigan, and move only to 
strike out the eleventh section, leaving the twelfth, 
and to insert in lieu of it: 

That a yearly salary of $2,500 be, and hereby is, allowed 
to the Secretary for the President, from the commencement 
of the present fiscal year, which sum is hereby appropri 
ated for that purpose; and that a messenger be assigned to 
the President’s office, with the same annual compensation 
as is allowed by law to the principal messengers employed 
in the Executive departments. 

Mr. MASON. I wish to inquire of the Sen- 
ator from Louisiana whether there is any officer 
now known as the ‘* Secretary of the President?” 

Mr. SLIDELL. I had the act authorizing 
such an officer to be appointed, in my hand a short 
time ago, and I can get it directly. TheSecretary 
of the President was an office created by law, 
and to him was assigned the duty of sigving land 
patents. I will state to the Senator from Virginia 
what my motive was in drawing the amendment 
in that form. I conceive that the amendment of 
the Senator from North Carolina, from the Com- 
mittee on Finance, creates a new office altogether. 
My object was to give a salary of $2,500 to the 
Secretary of the President, an officer already 
known to the law, as I will presently show. 

Mr. MASON. My impression was, that in 
order to provide the President with a Secretary, 
we gave a salary of $1,500 to an officer who 
should have authority to sign the President’s 
name to land patents; and he is not, by law, the 
Secretary of the President. He is merely author- 
ized to sign the President’s name to land patents. 
The intention was to provide him with a Secretary 
in that way, and such is the practice. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I will state that there is an 
assistant secretary, and he is called so in the Blue 
Book, who receives the same compensation as the 
chief secretary, $1,500, and I believe signs all the 
patents, for | do not believe that the President’s 
secretary signs any patents at all. This is the 
law to which I referred: 

‘* That it shall be lawful for the President of the United | 
States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
to appoint a secretary, with a salary of $1,500 per annum, 
whose duty it shall be, underthe direction of the President, 
to sign his name for him to all patents for land sold by and 
under the authority of the United States.”’ 


By a subsequent law, an assistant secretary was 
appointed, who now in fact signs all the land pat- 
ents, for | understand the secretary of the Presi- 
dent does not sign them at this time. 

Mr. BADGER. I hope the Senate will not 
adopt the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from Louisiana. 1 think the amendment in the 
shape I have proposed it from the Committee on 
Finance does only what is decent, and proper, 
and respectable for the President in his official ' 
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capacity. If the Senate think it is not proper to 
give him any assistance, well and good. If they 
give him any, | hope it will be given with the lib- 
erality which the circumstances of the case require. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, there was one 
feature in the amendment of the committee, which 
I understood originated from the Senator from 
North Carolina, which I really consider a very 
important and valuable one for the public inter- 
ests. It is the provision for an officer called a 
steward, who shall have charge of the public 
property in the President’s House. Now, | hap- 
pen to have known what possibly may be known 
to other Senators, that there has occurred more 
than once in the city of Washington, a sort of in- 
terregnum between the going out of one President 
and the incoming of another; and the President’s 
House and all its contents are, in fact, during that 
time, abandoned. I have heard from the residents 
of Washington, living in that neighborhood, that 
during that interregnum the President’s House 
has been actually the subject of common pillage. 
There has been nobody in it, and nobody in pos- 
session of the property. 

Mr. BADGER. Nobody had any authority. 

Mr. MASON. As the Senator from North 
Carolina remarks, nobody had any authority there. 
I had thought it was the duty of the Commissioner 
of Public Buildings to take charge of any public 
building which was left, as the President’s House 
undoubtedly has been in more than one instance, 
without any authority whatever, or any person in 
it able to exercise authority. I remember to have 
heard what was alluded to by the Senator from 
North Carolina that, at the time when General 
Harrison came into office, there arose, in some 
way, a misunderstanding—l do not mean any 
angry, hostile misunderstanding—but some misin- 
terpretation as to when the outgoing President 
should go out, and the incoming President come 
in, and the result of it, as | understand, was that 
when President Harrison went to the President’s 
House to take possession of that mansion, with 
the crowd which attended him, and the friends 
who were with him, when his family came to make 
arrangements for the night, there actually was not 
enough bed clothing in the house to accommodate 
them. It had been stolen or carried away. The 
rest of the public property there is subject to the 
same sort of pillage and depredation. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I am inclined to think the 
same thing has occurred on several other occa- 
sions. 

Mr. MASON. Sol have stated. There isan 
awkward interval between the outgoing of one 
President and the incoming ofanother. When that 
portion of the public property is abandoned, and 
there is no authority exercised over it, I think 
that the provision for an officer to reside in the 
President’s House as a public officer, under his 
control, of course, whose duty it should be to 
take charge of the public property, was the most 
valuable feature in thewhole amendment. I sub- 
mit, therefore, to the Senator from Louisiana 
whether it would not be better to retain that fea- 
ture. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I will suggest to the Senator 
from Virginia, that there is a very simple mode of 
getting over the difficulty which he has mentioned 
as to the danger of the public property in the 
President’s House being carried away, during the 
time which elapses between the going out of one 
President and the taking possession by another. 
Why not provide against that difficulty by offer- 
ing an amendment, that on ail such occasions, 
when there is no person properly in charge of the 
Presidentia! Mansion, the Commissioner of Pub- 
lic Buildings shall be authorized to take propey 
charge of it for that purpose? This would save 
the trouble of creating a permanent office. 

Mr. MASON. Will it be in order to offer an 
amendment to the amendment of the Senator from 
Louisiana? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Baicur in 
the chair.) It will not be in order, as the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Louisiana is an amend- 
ment to the amendment of the committee. 
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Mr. SLIDELL called for the yeas and nays on 
bis amendment; and they were ordered; and be- 
ing taken, resulted—yeas 18, nays 26; as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Adams, Benjamin, Bright, Dodge of 
lowa, Fessenden, Foot, Gillette, Houston, Huryer, Jobn- 
zon, Jones of Tennessee, Maliory, Mason, Pratt, Rusk, 
Subastian, Slidell, and Thompson of Kentucky—1s. 

NAY S—Meesrs. Allen, Badger, Brodhead, Butier, Cass, 
Chase, Clay, Clayton, Cooper, Dawson, Fish, Fitzpatrick, 
Geyer, Gwin, Hamlin, James, Pearce, Shields, Stuart, 
Sumner, Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, Wade, Walker, 
Welier, and Williams—26. 

So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected, andthe question recurring upon the amend- 
ment of the committee, as it had been amended on 
the motion of Mr. Pearce, 

Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. MASON. I have every disposition in the 
world to make any arrangement by law that will 
conduce to the convenience or comtort of the occu- 
pant of the Executive Mansion; but | am not 
satisfied that we have the power to do it in the 
form proposed by this amendment. I recollect 
very well that at the time the President was al- 
lowed a secretary to sign his name to land patents, 
it was considered the only mode in which the 
President could havea private secretary, the clause 
of the Constitution, which has been referred to, 
being in the way. Iam not satisfied in my own 
mind, by any means, of the constitutionality of 
giving the President, indirectly, the emoluments 
proposed to be given by this provision, and | must 
therefore, reluctantly, vote against it. 

Mr. STUART. Mr. President, in considering 
this subject, | have been unable to come to any 
conclusion similar tothat which has just been pre- 
rented by the Senator from Virginia, It is by no 
express provision that we furnish any Depart- 
ment with a single material connected with its 
business. It is under the general power given to 
ua by the Constitution to appoint necessary offi- 
cers. Now, sir, can any man question that it is 
competent for the Congress of the United States 
to provide the President a house, and to furnish 
it completely; or they may refuse to provide him 
a house at all; and does it effect the question of 
raising or diminishing his salary? Notin the least. 
You may furnish any amount of service in that 
house that you deem necessary to protect the 

roperty of the Government; for it is, every dol- 

ot of it, the property of the Government. The 
President does not own a cent’s worth of it. It 
is provided for by law, out of the Treasury of the 
United States. 

Sir, itis conceded by every Senator who has 
— on the subject, that past experience has 
shown conclusively that the only way to protect 
the property of the United States in the Presi- 
dential Mansion is in this or some similar mode; 
and | submit, without detaining the Senate, that 

‘the mode of doing it is simply a question for con- 
gressional jegal discretion. Anything Congress 
deems it important and proper to do by law to 

»rotect the property of the United States in the 

xecutive Mansion, it has the power to do. Any 
number of messengers that Congress deems it 
proper for the head of a Department, orthe head of 
a Bureau, or the President of the United States to 
have in the public service, is constitutional to pro- 
vide for. ‘This subject, | confess, is a new one 
to me, on the score of discretion. On that point 
I take the opinion and experience of older Sena- 
tors who have gone before me, and who have 
occupied positions in connection with the Execu- 
tive Departments, which enable them to judge of 
the expediency of the measure, and with tiem 
there is no difference of opinion. In respect to 
the question of constitutional power, I have no 
difficulty at all, 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 30, nays 15; as follows: 

YBAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Badger, Benjamin, 
Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, Clayton, Cooper, 
Dawson, Dodge of Lowa, Pish, Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Ham- 
lin, Houston, Hunter, James, Johmson, Mallory, Pearce, 


Shield-, Siuarr, ‘Thomson of New Jersey, Toucey, Walker, 
Weller, and Williams—30. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Chase, Fessenden, Foot, Geyer, 
Gitleve, Jones of ‘Tennessee, Mason, Pratt, Rusk, Sli 


dell, Sumner, Thompson of Kentucky, Toombs, and Wade 


15. 


So the amendment of the committee, as amended, 


Was agreed to, 
Mr. GEYER. 

tion which I made yesterday, to reconsider the 

vote by which the Senate adopted the amendment 
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| the 


| expense would have been borne out of the national 


TI now wish to call up the mo- I intend to make this a test vote, so 


|| Treasury! 
| fa 











reported from the Committee on Finance as the 


seventh section. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bancer 
inthe chair.) The Senator from Missouri will 
allow the Chair to say there is an amendment 
reported by the Committee on Finance which has 


| not yet been disposed of. After that his motion will 


come up properly. 

Mr.GEYER. Very well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is 
now on the following amendment of the Commit- 
tee on Finance, which was reserved for a separate 
vote on Saturday last: 


Sec. — And be it further enacted, That the President of 
the United States, by and with the advice and consent of 


the Senate, shall be, and he is hereby, authorized to appoint 
a commissioner, ata compensation not exceeding $4,000 
per annum, to ascertain the nature, character, extent, and 
vaiue of all valid claims arising, in Washington and Oregon 
Territories, under the treaty with Great Britain of the loth 
June, 1846 ; and should said claims, or any part thereof, be 
deemed of sufficient public and political importance to 


justify or require the measure, the President is hereby au- 


thorized to direct said commissioner to agree with the 
claimants and the Hudsou’s Bay Company for the relin 
quishment of their claims on a just and fair valuation, and 
to pay over the amount so agreed upon, upon a full and 
entire surrender and relinquishment of all right, title, claim, 
interest, and demand therein, and thereto, to the United 
States: Provided, That none of the lands acquired under 
this section shall be subject to donation or preémpton, 
but shall be sold at public auction, unless in cases where, 
in the opinion of the commissioner, the sum paid for any 
particular parcel or piece shall be lesgilan a fair price there- 
for, to be ascertained by the commissioner aforesaid, said 
sales to be made for cash, and at such times and places, 
and with such postponements as may be directed by said 
commissioner; and tor carrying into effect the provisions 
of this section, in case of purchase, a sum not exceeding 
$300,000 is hereby appropriated: Provided, Thatthe amount 
to be paid for all the said claims, rights, and interests shall 
not exceed the sum herein appropriated ; and for defray- 
ing the expenses of the commission, the further sum of 

—— doliars is hereby appropriated, payable out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That in case it shall 
be deemed inexpedient to sell said lands and improvements 
immediately, Or any part thereof, the President shall be, 
and he is hereby, authorized, on the extinguishment of the 
title as aforesaid, to direct the commissioner to take pos- 
session of the same for and in the name of the Unit: d States, 
and to lease the same on such terms and conditions, and for 


such sum or sums as he may deem proper and right, sub- | 
ject, however, to sale, when, in his opinion, it may be 


proper, after the United States surveys have been extended 


| over the same. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
suggest to the Senator from Virginia that there is 


| a blank in the amendment. 


Mr. HUNTER. | hope it will be adopted with 
blank. I have not the information yet to 
enable me to move to fill it. 


expenses of the commission. Before the bill is 


| through with, | will obtain the information from 


the Department. 


Mr. CLAYTON. I would suggest to the chair- 
man of the committee that he had better withdraw 


it for the present until he gets the information. 
Mr. HUNTER. I will ask that it lie over until 
to-morrow. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


over. 


It will be laid 


Committee on Finance. The section is: 


“Sec. 7 


Mr. GEYER. 


The blank is for the | 


The next question in order is the motion 
| of the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Geyer] to re- 
| consider the vote by which section seven was 
agreed to, as an amendment reported from the 


. And be it further enacted, That the sum of 
| $300,000 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, to be 
paid to the State of California for the expenses of the gov- 
ernment of said State from its organization until its admis- 
| sion into the Union.” 
Mr President, | made the mo- 
tion to reconsider the vote on that amendment for 
| the purpose of testing the principle, rather than 
| with any expectation that the Senate would re- 
verse its votes given on former occasions. It pro- 
poses to pay $300,000 to the State of California 
| for the expenses of her State government from the 
time of its organization until her admission into 
| the Union; and the claim is founded, I believe, on 
this basis: that if a territorial government had 
been organized in California, the expenses would 
_ have been paid out of the Treasury of the United 
| States, it being of late years the practice here to | 
| pay the whole expenses of the territorial govern- 
| ments out of the national Treasury. It is, 
fore, a proposition to vote an appropriation for 
| the support of a State government, on the ground 


GLOBE. — 





| 


| out of the Federal Treasury, then all the 
| States which I have named have aright to de 


| treasuries shall be refunded with interest, 





— 


July 25, 


seven States of this Union which sy 
territorial governments out of their ow 
treasuries, during the whole period of theirs 
grade of government. They were Ohio Indi 
and Hlinois, of the old Nogthwest Terrnow 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Min and 
Missouri was the last. The Legislature rn 
local judiciary, were supported out of the te Z 
rial treasury. The expenses of the ditiviene, 
that formed her constitution were borne out on 
local treasury. The State was longer out of oe 
Union than California, after the organization te 
State government. Her constitution wag gj 
on the 19th of July, 1820, and she was Weir on 
act by which 


local 


of the Union (notwithstanding the 

the contract was made, that she should be admit. 

ted upon an equal footing with the original 

until the 10th of August, 1821. ae 
Now, sir, if we are to pay the expen 

State government of California, because if ities 

been a Territory they would have been payable 


Seven 
mand 
t local 


: out o 
the national Treasury. I have made the eke 


to reconsider, as | have remarked, not witha view 
particularly of defeating this amendment, but for 


that the expenses borne by them out of thei 


_ the purpose of bringing the attention of the Senate 
_ to the principle, and to make it a test vote; forif the 


amendment does pass, I will, on the part of Mis. 
souri, and I hope all the members from the seven 
States which I have named will, on the part of 
their States, press on the Government of the 
United States the claim which they will have as 
well founded as that of California, on the national 


| Treasury now. 


Mr. WELLER. It seems to me, sir, that if 


'the Senator from Missouri desired to test the 





_ asked for some of those Territories. 
| seems to have been the settled practice of the 


principle to which he alludes, the proper place for 
him to do so would be when an appropriation was 
Now, sir, it 


Government, from 1820 to the present day, to 
ay all the expensesof the territorial governments, 
hat Senator during the present session has been 
voting money from the Treasury to pay the ex- 
penses of territorial governments. If he thought 


| it a bad practice; if he preferred the precedent 


which had been observed anterior to 1820, that 
would have been the proper time and place to have 
raised this question. 

I apprehend, if itis the practice of this Gov- 
ernment to pay the expenses of Territorial Legis- 
latures, and all the governmental expenses during 


| the territorial existence of any people, then Cal- 


ifornia is clearly entitled to this sum. She was 
left without any territorial government. The 
people were compelled themselves, for the protec- 


| tion of their persons and property, to organize a 


| government. 


It is, there- 


that if it had been a territorial government, the 


ras I am concerned; and I desire to call the at- 


‘| tention of the Senate to the fact that there are | 


They chose to organize a State in- 
stead of a territorial government. If they had 
organized a territorial government, then, under 
| the established practice of this Government, the 
| Federal Treasury would have been held liable for 
all the expenses; but they established a State 
government; they established that from necessity, 
| because of the failure of the Federal Government 
| to give them any sort of institutions for their pro- 
tection. eee 
Mr. President, it does seem to me that this is 
not the proper place to test the propriety of that 
practice. | grant that anterior to 1826 the ex- 
| penses of Territorial Legislatures were defrayed 
| from the local treasuries of the Territories; vut 
| Congress, from that day to this, have seen propet 
/to pursue a different practice. They have paid 
| all the expenses of the territorial governments of 
this Union. If a government was organized in 
| 1849 or 1850 in California, because of the failure 
on your part to take the initiative, then | hold that 
you are bound to defray the necessary expenses of 
that government. This question has been 
upon by the Senate hef€tofore. I believe it wes 
then fully discussed. 1 regret very much that it 
is now brought up. I trust that the motion wil 
| not be agree@ to by those who are satisfied, 8 
| trust the Senate must be, that the people of Cul- 
| ifornia were compelled to form a State government 
in 1849-50; and that, therefore, the just and 
"proper expenses which were incurred by = 
organization should be a charge upon the Fede 


| Treasury. sian, ching Cali 


Mr.GWIN. Mr. 
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2 | 
ada State government, she was recog- || 


ee this Government as nothing but a Terri- 
She was a portion of the territory of the | 
_ d States outside of any State organization. | 
7 CASS. Or territorial organization either. 
Mr. GWIN. Yes, sir; she was left without a 
torial or State government. There is an- 
= hing in connection with this matter. There 
ee de fast government established in Cali- 
pa ge the peace, which existed up to the 
ae the State government was organized, and 
the Government of the United States, out of the 
«civil fund,” which we claimed, but which has 
been paid into the Treasury of the United States 
aid every dollar of the expenses of the de 
facto government. That claim was recognized 
‘by act of Congress, and this provision was re- 
ported at the same time. Phat bill proposed to 
ay the civil fund into the Treasury; and it con- 
tained a provision for the payment of $300,000 as 
an outfit, as it was called by the Senator from 
Maryland, (Mr. Pearce,] to the State of Cali- 
fornia, for the expenses of the State Government 
from the time of its organization until California 
was admitted into the Union. Upon the organi- 
zation of the State government, the military au- 
thorities ceased to pay the governmental expenses. 
The de facto government went out of existence 
when the State government was organized. The 
actual expense during the period iatervening be- 
tween the State organization and our admission 
into the Union, as officially communicated to Con- 
gress, Was $437,000; so that this amount will 
really not cover the expenses of the State by 
$137,000. : . 
Mr. GEYER. I do not desire to prolong this 
debate, and | am very much disinclined at any 
time to occupy the attention of the Senate, and 
particularly at this period of the session; but it 
seems to me that this is an appropriate occasion to 
test the principle, whether the expenses of a gov- 
ernment not previously organized by a law of the 
United States, are to be borne outof the Treasury 
of the United States. The territorial governments 
to which I have alluded were all governments im- 
osed upon the people by the Congress of the 
Tited States, and at the same time they made 
no provision whatever for the support of those 
governments. California is a case in which a 
State government was organized by the people 
themselves, and with which the Government of 
the United States had nothing todo. Now, sir, 
what | contend for is, that if the people of Cali- 
fornia are entitled to be paid out of the national 
Treasury the expenses of a government organ- | 
ized by themselves at their own will, then we, 
whose Government was organized by the law of | 
the United States, and who were required to pay || 
outof our own Treasury the expenses of that | 
local government, are entitled to have the amount | 
of those expenses refunded. | 
| merely wish to bring the minds of Senators || 
to bear upon the question, because if this appro- 
priation passes at some future day, the question 
must be presented in regard to the States to which 
Ihave referred. There are seven States interested 
in it,and the amount is large. Missouri bore | 
her own expenses from the year 1812, under the 
second grade of government, down to the period 
of her admission into the Union on the 10th of 
August, 1821. She never had a dollar of appro- 
priation for a road during her territorial govern- 
ment. There never wasa dollar appropriated for 
8 library, or for a government house, or a prison, 
as there has been in all the Territories since 1820. 
What I claim is, that when we shall have voted 
to pay the expenses of a government organized 
by the people of California, we shall assume also 
to pay the expenses of a government organized 
by the Congress of the United States. 
_ Mr. WELLER. There might be some force 
in the remari made by the Senator from Mis- 
Sourt, if it were not forthe known fact that the 
people of California were compelled to organize a 
government. I think that isa much stronger case 
than if Congress had established a te-ritorial gov- 
ernment for them. There was a part of the pub- 
hte domain—a portion of the territory of the United 
States. One hundred thousand A mericans had gone 
there, knowing that it was a portion of American 
Soll. They found themselves there without any 
government. Two sessions of Congress were | 


Recritors p. pass without the organization of a | 





which produced this result. They are well known 
tothecountry. tis enough for me to say, thatsuch 
was the state of things in the American Congress, 
that this department of the Government utterly 
failed to give what those American people were 
entitled to—protection under an organized gov- 
ernment. Now, sir, if this necessity did exist, if 
the people were compelled, because of the failure 
on your part to discharge your duties, to organize 
a government, it seems to me that it presents a 
much stronger case than if a territorial govern- 
ment had been organized in the first instance by 
Congress. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, after the no- 
tice which has been given to us by the honorable 
Senator from Missouri, | feel under some difficulty 
in regard to this appropriation. If we are to go 
back to make appropriations of this description 
for all the States and Territories, | suppose it must 
be something very unexpected to the Senate. At 
the same time, there is justice in the remark made 
by one of the Senators from California, that that 
State or Territory was for a considerable period 
of time unprotected by this Government, owing, 
as both these Senators know well, to the fact that 
Congress refused to make any appropriation to 
enable the Executive Department to protect it. 

Now, sir, | should not like to vote on a ques- 
tion of this magnitude at this moment. 
like to have it in a separate bill. 
do justice. This is a question now sprung upon 
us, and I have not reflected on it before. I can 
see a distinction very clearly between this and 
other States and Territories, but at the same time 
there is force in the remark of the Senator from 
Missouri, that the other Governments to which 
he referred were organized under law. I am 
anxious to do justice to California, and I prefer 
that this matter should be presented in a separate 
bill, so that we can have a fair understanding of 
it. I repeat, there was a period of time when 
California was treated shamefully by the General 
Government, that Government being bound to 
protect her, and not doing it; and, therefore, I feel 
disposed to be liberal to her; but I think this 





| claim should be presented in a distinct bill. 


Mr. GWIN. I hope there will be no further 
Opposition to this amendment. It has passed the 
Senate each of the last three years in this very 
form; and the reason it did not get through the 
House was, that there was a contest between the 
State and the United States, in regard to the civil 
fund, which has been decided in the Supreme 
Court against the claim of the State. I hope the 
appropriation will be permitted to pass. 

Mr. CASS. 
as | have done before, simply on the ground that 
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I should | 
1 am willing to | 


I shall vote for this appropriation | 


protection and taxation should go together. If | 


there is no protection, there should be no taxation; 
and I think that is an extraordinary kind of gov- 


ernment which exercises only one function, and 


that the function of taxation. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I have a suggestion or 
two to make about this amendment. I observe 
that the Army appropriation bill contains an ap- 
propriation of upwards of $900,000 to pay the 
California war debt; and we have now under 
consideration an item in this bill appropriating 
$300,000 for the expenses of the State government 
of California. I agreed to this proposition at the 
last session, but | agreed to it as a compromise. 
| supposed that it was a payment in full to Cal- 
ifornia for the support of her government before 
she was admitted into the Union, and since. Ido 

| not exactly feel disposed to appropriate both sums, 
| and I think the representatives of California ought 

| to choose between the two. If we, allow the 
| $900,000 for the California war debt 

Mr. WALKER. What debt is it? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I understand it to be a 
| claim which the State of California sets up for ex- 
| penses to which she was put in order to defend 
| herself against the Indians. 
| ally on this subject, and to come to some under- 
| standing in regard to it at this time, because if we 
| allow this item of $300,000 in the civil and diplo- 





I wish to 
| hear what my friends from California have to say 
| upon the subject. [ am willing to allow one 
| claim, but | do not know that I ean go for both. 


Mr. WELLER. There is no sort of connec- 


I wish to deal liber- || 


'| matic bill, i. may endanger the item of $900,000 in | 
| the Army appropriation bill for the payment of the 
|| California war debt, as it is called. 


re. I need not allude to the causes || tion between this appropriation and the one in the ’ 





Army appropriation bill,to which the Senator from 
Pennsylvania has alluded. The State of Califor- 
nia claimed that all the revenue collected there 
anterior to her admission into the Union, was col- 
lected without the authority of law, and that the 
civil fund, as it was called, which amounted to 
$1,200,000, belonged to that State. Suits were in- 
stituted in regard to it, and recently a decision has 
been made by the Supreme Court here, declaring 
that that fund belonged to the Federal Govern- 
ment, that it was rightly and properly collected; 
and, therefore, the State of California has no 
longer any claim to it. Atthe last session of Con- 
gress, the Senator from Pennsylvania, and several 
other Senators, said they were willing to vote an 
appropriation of $300,000 by way of outfit to the 
State of Californm in lieu of all her claims upon 
that fund. The war debt which has been referred 
to, is a debt that has been contracted by the State 
of California since her admission into the Union, 
in consequence of the failure of the Federal Gov- 
ernment to provide the necessary troops to pro- 
tect her people. It is well known that it is the 
practice of this Government, whenever it is found 
within the limits of a State that there are a large 
number of Indians, without a sufficient force to 
give protection to the people, to authorize the Gov- 
ernor of the State to call out the militia to defend 
the people, and the Federal Treasury is held liable 
for the expenses thus incurred. This has always 
been the practice of the Government. The war 
claim to which the Senator has referred is. there- 
fore, a debt contracted by the State of California 
since her admission into the Union, in calling out 
her own people to give protection to person and 
property when the Federal troops could not. 

Thus the Senator will discover that there is no 
connection between the two cases. This appro- 
priation of $300,000 is for the civil expenses of the 
State of California, anterior to her admission into 
the Union, upon the ground that if she had been 
a Territory, that sum would have been paid out of 
the Federal Treasury. The war debt is for ex- 
penses incurred since her admission into the Union, 
for defending her people when the Federal Gov- 
ernment could not do it. When the Army bill, 
containing that appropriation of $900,000, comes 
before the Senate, there will be an obligation rest- 
ing upon the Senators from California to satisfy 
the Senate that it is a just and fair demand on the 
Federal Treasury, and that the Federal Govern- 
ment did not have a sufficient force there to give 
protection to the citizens, because we will not ask 
that the General Government shall pay two sets 
of men to do the same work. You have a mili- 
tary force there; you are compelled to defray the 
expenses of that eas and you will be unwilling 
to pay the war debt of California until you are 
satisfied that it was necessary for California to call 
out her militia to supply that which the Federal 
troops could not. Of these facts we shall satisfy 

ou. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. There are one or two 
other facts which I think it proper to state in con- 
nection with these large items, and which ought to 
be considered deliberately. 1 do not wish the 
Senators from California to infer, from anything I 
have said, that | have made up a judgment against 
the claim for the war debt of California. | have 
not. But, sir, the Senator from California, who 
has just taken his seat, informs us that this sam 
of $300,000 is for expenses of California while she 
was in the condition of a quasi territorial govern- 
ment, upon the ground that the General Govern- 
ment has been in the habit of paying the expenses 
of all territorial governments. Now, let us see 
how the facts are. Have we not already paid 
these expenses? Did we not allow them in the 
settlement of General Riley’s accounts ? 

Mr.GWIN. No, sir. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I will state all the facte, 
for 1 do not wish to misrepresentany facts. We 
allowed General Riley, as | understood in the 
settlement of his accounts, the amount which he 
had disbursed for the paym nt of the expenses of 
the convention which assembled to form a con- 
stitution. That was one item. 

Mr. GWIN. That was before the State gov- 
ernment was organized. It was during the ex- 
istence of the de facto government 

Mr. WELLER. It was during the military 
government of General Riley, but it was after he 
turned the government over to the State authori- 
ties that this debt was incurred; and it amounts 
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to $437,000—a great deal more than is proposed 
to be appropriated. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 
some understanding on this matter. Iam willing 
to pay California, and to pay her liberally; but let 
us see what we have already paid. In the settle- 
ment of the accounts of General Riley, for the dis- 


1 only wish to come to | 


bursement of the civil fund which he received, | 


amounting to more than a million of dollars, we 
allowed him several hundred thousand dollars for 
the expenses of the convention, which assembled 
to form a constitution, and a number of other large 
items. We also directed a debt, incurred by 
Colonel Frémont, to be paid in London. He was 
sued for it in London, and we paid the amount. 
[ believe that was $100,000. 

Mr. GWIN. That was in-regard to transac- 
tions during the Mexican war, in 1846. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Well, | am endeavoring 
to get all the items together. Now, we have an- 
other claim for beef. 

Mr. WELLER. 
missioners. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 
to pay liberally; but I desire to know whether we 
are to pay the California war debt of over 
$900,000, and these $300,000 besides? Senators 


In 1851, to the Indian com 


When was that furnished? | 


As | said, | am willing 


who are better acquainted with the subject than I | 
am, will perhaps be able to enlighten me, but I | 
confess I should like to have some further inform- | 


ation before | vote on the amendment. 
Mr.GWIN. When the Army appropriation 


bill comes up before the Senate, the war debt | 


will stand on its own merits, and can then be dis- | 
The only question now before | 


cussed in order. 
the Senate is, whether the appropriation of $300,000 
which has been reported by the Committee on 
Finance, shall go into the bill. | can assure the 
Senator from Resaaevenia that, whenever the 
other item comes up, my colleague and myself can 
give a full and satisfactory explanation of it. If 
we do not, of course it will be voted down. 


that ! am sure the Senator will not vote against it. 


The | 


war debt rests on such a foundation of justice | 


I hope this amendment will be adopted, but I ask | 


for the question upon it. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bapcer in | 


the chair.) The question is on reconsidering the 
vote by which the amendment was adopted. 
The motion was agreed to; and the question 
recurring upon the adoption of the amendment, 
Mr. CHASE. In view of the statement made 


by the Senator from Missouri, that this is to bea | 


precedent, I ask for the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being | 


taken, resulted—yeas 19, nays 27, as follows: 


YEAS—Meesrs. Allen, Badger, Bell, Cass, Dodge of 
Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, Foot, Gwin, Hous- 
ten, Mallory, Pearce, Pettit, Rusk, Shields, Stuart, Thom 
son of New Jersey, Toucey, and Weller.—19. 


NAYS~—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Benjamin, Bright, 


Brodhead, Brown, Buder, Chase, Clay, Clayton, Cooper, 
Dawson, Dixon, Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gillette, 


Hunter, Johnson, Jones of Tennessee, Mason, Pratt, Rock- | 


well, Sumner, Thompson of 
Watlker—27. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is on an amendment moved by the Senator 
from Maine, from the Committee on Commerce, 
which was objected to at the time, and reserved. 
It is to insert: 

For life-boats and other means of rendering services to 
shipwrecked mariners and others on the coast of the United 
States, to be expended by the Massachusetts Humane So- 
ciety, under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
310,000. : 

Mr. HAMLIN. Objection was made to this 
amendment, | understand, for the reason that it 
was connected with the Massachusetts Liumane 
Society. Now, there have been annual appropri- 
ations for shipwrecked seamen ever since | have 
been in Congress. Such appropriations are wise 
expenditures. Vast sums of money are annually 
saved by them, and great numbers of lives are 
rescued from the perils of the sea. I apprehend 
that to the principle of making such appropriations 
there can be no objection in the Senate. 

Sir, in 1848 an appropriation was made for this 
society in the same way as now proposed. The 
society is an aged one. It has now a fund from 
which it receives annually an interest of about 
$2,000; but that fund is inadequate to the purposes 
of rendering such relief as the climate and coun- 
try require. Senators will recollect that it is in 
the higher latitudes of the Union, and all the se- 


Kentucky, Toombs, and 


| striking out t 


verities of a winter climate are there known. It | 


is proposed to grant $10,000 to be expended by 
this society under the direction and supervision of 
the Secretary of the Treasury. I believe that 
the expenditure in this mode will be much more 
beneficial to effect the object, and much more eco- 
nomical, than if it were left without any direction 
as to the manner in which it should be expended. 
Similar sums in different years have been appro- 
priated to the Benevolent Life-Saving Association 
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of New York, for the coasts of New Jersey and | 


New York. Sometimes the appropriations have 
been expended by the Light-House Board, and 
sometimes in connection with these benevolent 
associations. I have no hesitation in declaring, 
myself, that where the Secretary of the Treasur 

acts in conjunction with these associations, which 
depend entirely upon contributions, the expendi- 


tures are much more beneficial to thecountry than | 


where left to the Secretary alone. 


That is my | 


view, and | suppose it is the view of the commit- | 


tee. 

Mr. HUNTER. [ believe, sir, this is the first 
instance, certainly it is the first with which I am 
acquainted, in which the Government has under- 
taken to appropriate money, and use the agency 
of a private society for its disbursement. I do not 


doubt the usefulness of this society; I agree that | 


its objects are benevolent and praiseworthy; but it 
seems to me that it will be a most dangerous sys- 
tem to establish, to appropriate money to be put 
at the disposal of private societies. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Itis not so 
propriated under the direction of the Secretary of 
the Treasury entirely. 

Mr. HUNTER. The Secretary of the Treas- 
ury cannot direct these private associations. ‘They 
are not officers of the Government. Whatever 
money is appropriated for this purpose ought to 
be entirely under the control of the Government 
and its officers. The kind of agency proposed in 
this amendment is one which is new, and which, 


I believe, will turn out to be dangerous and mis- | 


chievous. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Allow me to read from the 
memorial which has been sent to us from that 
society. Speaking of the various sums which 
have been appropriated, they say: 

‘* The income of the society being quite inadequate for 
the support of their boats and huts, lite could have been 
done but for appropriations made by the General Govern- 
ment and by the State. 
have been received at various times since 1840; and from 
the former 85,000 were received in 1848, from an appropri- 
ation in the light-house bill of the previous year.’’ 


On looking at the proceedings of the Benevolent 


It is to be ap- | 


From the latter source $10,000 | 


Life Saving Association of New York, I find that | 
|| in 185] they received from the General Govern- 


ment $8,467 50; on March 8, of that year, $9,585; 
and in 1852, $414. I find, therefore, that the 


Government has, on various occasion, availed | 
itself of these societies to disburse appropriations | 
like the present; and hence this does not set a 


new precedent. 


I am told further that nearly all | 


the moneys disbursed among the Indian tribes are | 
disbursed precisely in the same way, through such | 
| associations, but under the proper head of the 


Department here. 


Mr. WELLER. 


[ have no doubt that this 
appropriation is necessary and proper; but | do | 
not see the propriety of connecting the Govern- |; 


ment with a humane society, or any other private | 


institution. 


wrecked mariners on the coast, and finds a private 
society, organized for the purpose, and thinks 
that through that society he can disburse the 


| money so as to promote the interest designed to 


be effected by. the appropriation, undoubtedly 
he would be at liberty to use it in that way. I 
therefore oe to amend the amendment by 

at portion of it which refers to the 
Massachusetts Humane Society. It will then be 
discretionary with the Secretary 6f the Treasury 


| whether he. will use that society as an instrument 


to expend the money, or whether he will seek 
some other instrumentality. I have no doubt, as 
I said before, about the necessity and propriety of 
the appropriation; but I desire to leave the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury unlimited as to the mode in 
which he shall expend this sum. | move to strike 
out the words “to be expended by the Massa- 
chusetts Humane Society.’ 

Mr. CLAYTON. I hope the Senator from 
Maine, will accept the suggestion made to him 


If the Secretary of the Treasury is | 
authorized to expend $10,000 for the relief of ship- 


le 









by the Senator from California. 1 h - 
it will do a great deal of good to make thie om 
priation, and I hope it will not be defeated are 
sequence of any peculiar mode of ex oa 
the amendment. Let the Secretary of the T,, = 
ury employ the Massachusetts Humane Sean 
if he pleases; but leave these words o “ 
that there may be no objection foreign to the ».. 
merits of the amendment. I am decided! te 
the amendment of the gentleman from Maing, bn 
I hope he will accede to the suggestion of the Ben 
ator from California. > 

Mr. WELLER. My only object is to place 
the appropriation in such a position that the See 
retary of the Treasury can use the Humane 
Society, or individuals, if he chooses, in the dis 
bursement of the money. I have no doubt that i 
he finds humane associations which are doing gres: 
good, and giving relief to numbers of shipwrecked 
mariners, he will disburse the money through 
that source; but 1 desire to leave it to the Secre. 
tary of the Treasury; or, in other words, that we 
should have no connection, unnecessarily, with 
any private or local institution. 

Mr. CASS. There is one mode in which the 
object of the Senator can be obtained; that is tp 
authorize the Secretary to expend the money 
through this society, or otherwise, as he may 
think proper. We do the same thing in regard to 
the missionary societies for the Indians, and we 
have done it for many years. - Let us put it jp 
such a form that the Secretary of the Treasury 
may select this society, or use the money in any 
other mode he thinks expedient. 

Mr. WELLER. I! prefer my amendment, 

Mr. HAMLIN. I wish to modify my amend. 
ment by inserting after the words ‘* Massachy. 

| setts Humane Society,’ the words * or in such 
other way as the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
deem expedient.”’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will suggest to the Senator from Maine that he 
cannot modify the amendment, as it is offered by 
him as an amendment from the Committee on 
Commerce, and not in his individual capacity as 

'aSenator. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Then I desire to state to the 
Senate that if they shall not see fit to adopt the 
amendment of the Senator from California to the 
amendment of the committee, [ will propose an 
additional amendment giving discretionary power 
to the Secretary. 

Mr. GWIWN called for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment to the amendment; and they were 
ordered. 

Mr. MALLORY. Is it in order now to move 
to increase the amount of the appropriation? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is not. 

Mr. MALLORY. I wish to ask the Senator 
from Maine whether this amendment includes the 
lake coast of the United States? 

Mr. HAMLIN. It does not. 

Mr. CLAYTON. The sum is altogether in- 
sufficient. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. This motion 


ut, in Order 


| does not affect the sum. An amendment can be 


afterwards moved to increase or diminish it. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
the amendment to the amendment, resulted—yeas 
28, nays 18; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Atchison, Badger, Bay 
ard, Bell, Brown, Butler, Clay, Clayton, Cooper, Dawson, 
Dixon, Dodge of Iowa, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gwin, Hunter, 
Johnson, Jones, of Tennessee, Mallory, Mason, Pratt, 3e- 
| bastian, Slidell, Toombs, Toucey, and Weller—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benjamin, Bright, Brodhead, Cast, 
Chase, Dodge, of Wisconsin, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Gil- 
lette, Hamlin, Houston, James, Rockwell, Shields, Stuart, 
| Sumner, and Walker—18. 

So the amendmentto the amendment was agreed 
to; and the question recurred on Mr. Hamu’ 
| amendment as amended. : 
| Mr. WELLER. I desire to kfféw precisely 
_what is included in this amendment. It is an 
| appropriation of $10,000 for the relief of ship- 


wrecked mariners on the coast of the United States. 
1 desire to know whether that means the Adantic, 
the Pacific, or the lake coast, or whether it includes 
If they be all embraced, of course the 
insufficient to accomplish 


them all. 
amount is wholl 
object. I move, therefore, to strike out * $ 
and insert ‘* $20,000.”’ 
Mr. HAMLIN. This appropriation follows 
another of $10,000 in like words already in the 
bill. I suppose the Senator is aware that life-boats 


and th 
of the 
If, the 
its pre 
priate’ 
amour 
riate 
P Mr. 
the du 
ner in 
wholl 
the VE 
on U 
Ther 
the P 
creas! 
propt 
to sn 
there 
amo 


exan 
will 
it, W 
lars 
* obje 
and 
bil. 
a lik 
yea 
ther 


th 


wi 





maarte>s 


og —-s 


ae aos om ont 





the 
an 
wer 


on 
ere 


ove 


tor 


the 


OD, 
ter, 


ip- 
es. 
tic, 
des 
the 
the 


ws 
the 
ats 





1854. a 


rationed at certain points all along our coast, 
nie is for their preservation and taking charge 
rr when there is occasion for using them. 
S ee this amendment shall be adopted in 
i present form, there will then be $20,000 appro- 

‘ated in this bill for this object, precisely the 
eons hich the Senator wishes to have appro- 


amount Ww 
priate WELLER. I think that does not obviate 


he difficulty, for $20,000 appropriated in the man- 
ner indicated by the Senator from Maine will be 
‘holly insufficient to afford the necessary relief to 
vest number of persons who are shipwrecked 
a on extensive coasts of the United States. 
There is an immense amount of commerce now on 
the Pacific, making it necessary, of course, to in- 
orease the amount which has heretofore been ap- 
oropriated for this object im order to extend relief 
‘agniowrecked mariners on the Pacific coast. I 
therefore persist in my motion to increase the 
amount to $20,000. : 

“Mr. HAMLIN. 1 think if the Senator had 
examined the matter, he would, and I think he 
will now, when I state all the facts in relation to 
it, withdraw his amendment. ‘Ten thousand dol- 
lars are already appropriated by the bill for this 
object. Sometimes we have appropriated $10,000, 
and sometimes $20,000 in the civil and diplomatic 


bill. But there are $20,000 more appropriated for | 
alike object in the light-house bill of the present | 


year, : 
there will then be $40,000 for this purpose. 


Mr. WELLER. Then I withdrew my amend- 
ment. . 

The amendment of the Committee on Com- 
merce, as amended, was agreed to. 


so that if this amendment shall be adopted, 


The next question was on the amendment of | 


the Committee on Commerce heretofore reserved, 
toamend the clause making an appropriation ** for 
the relief and protection of American seamen in 
foreign countries,” by adding, after the word 
geamen,’’ the words ‘‘ and seamen belonging to 
American vessels.”’ 
Mr. HAMLIN. I! 


do not know that I have 


anything to state in regard to this amendment in | 


addition to what I said the other day when it was 
presented. It is known to Senators that the law 
now requires that our vessels shall be manned 
with acertain proportion of American seamen, and 
the others may be foreigners. I have a petition 
before me from the ladies of Honolulu, in the 
Sandwich Islands, in which they set forth the 
very great distress which our seamen suffer in 


those ports, in consequence of the existing law, | 


inasmuch as the existing law does not allow our 
onsul there (nor does it allow any of our consuls 
atany foreign port) to make any provision what- 


ever for foreigners who aresailing under the Amer- 


ican flag. 

Now, sir, if we allow foreigners to sail under 
our flag, if we man our ships with them, I ask are 
they not entitled, in foreign ports where they are 
found in distress, to some of that protection which 
we bestow upon our own citizens in the same cir- 
cumstances? Why, sir, they have the same in- 


terest in protecting the ship, in sailing it, and in | 


preserving it from the hazards of the ocean, agd 
they are subjected to the same regulations in for- 
eign ports. They pay the same hospital money 
per month to the hospital fund that our own sea- 
men pay. 


Sir, we speak of our extended commerce; but | 


with how much force and how much propriety 
may we speak of it, if we are unwilling to make 
any appropriation for the relief of those who sail 
our vessels, who happen to be foreigners, when 
they are found in foreign ports in distress? I hope 
the amendment will be adopted. 
The amendment was agreed to. 

_ The next question was on the amendment of- 
fered by Mr,Hamum, from the Committee on 


Commerce, on Saturday, and then objected to, to | 
strike out ** for the salary of the consul at Beirout, 


$500,” and insert: 


That the consul at Beirout, Syria, is hereby created a 
consul-genera!l with a salary of @2,000 per annum from the 
Ist of July, 1853. The said consulate shall comprehend 

th Syria and Palestine, and $4,000 is hereby appropri- 
ated for the salary of the said consul. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I hold in my hand a letter 
this appropriation, and in it he alludes to the ex- 
isting state of affairs in that country, and the ab- 
solute necessity of having some commercial agent, 


from the Secretary of State earnestly requesting | 
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or some representative of this Government there. 
It is true there is very little commercial business 
at that place, but still it is highly important, in the 
unsettled state of that portion of the world, that 
there should be some agent of our Government 
there. The present compensation of the consul 
at that port is totally inadequate. The compensa- 
tion now proposed was recommended by Mr. 
Webster, while he was Secretary of State. The 
recommendation wasrenewed by Mr. Everett when 
he was at the head of that Department; and it is 
again urged by the present Secretary. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is next on the amendment of the Committee on 
Commerce to add the following additional section: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the county of 
El Paso, in the State of Texas, and the ‘Territory of New 
Mexico, be, and they are hereby, made a collection district 
by the name of Paso del Norte, and Frontera shall be the 
place or port of delivery for said district; and a collector 
shall be appointed to reside thereat, with such other officers 
as shall be necessary, and the compensation of the collector 
shall be $2,000 per annuum, including the fees of his office. 


Mr. WELLER. That amendment, I,believe, 
was laid over the other day in consequence of my 
objection. I have since satisfied myself that the 
public interest clearly requires that a collection 
district should be established at this point; and, 
therefore, as a matter of course, I now interpose 
no objection to the amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is an- 
other amendment, which was offered by the Sen- 
ator from Maine, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, on Saturday last, but which was then ob- 
jected to. It will be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 


Sec. —. Be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed 
to cause to be constructed the following buildings : 

At Ellsworth, Maine, for the accommagiation of the cus 
tom-house and post office, a building of brick, with fire 
proof floors, constructed of iron beams and brick work, 
iron roof, shutters, sills, &c., twenty-five feet by thirty, and 
twenty-five feet in height from the foundation, to cost not 
more than $10,000, . 

At Belfast, Maine, for the accommodation of the eustom 
house and post office, a building of like materials, forty-five 
feet by thirty-two, and thirty-two feet high, and to cost not 
more than $20,000. 

At Gloucester, Massachusetts; Toledo, Ohio; Burling 
ton, Vermont; and Sandusky, Ohio, for the accommoda 
tion of the custom house and post office, a building of like 
materials, sixty feet by torty-five feet, and thirty-two feet 
from the foundation, and to cost not more than $40,000 for 
each building. 

At Milwaukie, Wisconsin, for the accommodation of the 
custom-house, post office, and United States courts, a 
building oflike materials, sixty-feet by forty-five feet, forty- 
eight feet in height from the foundation, to cost not more 
than $50 ,000. 

At New Haven, Connecticut; Newark, New Jersey; 
Buffalo, New York ; Oswego, New York ; Wheeling, Vir 
ginia ; Chicago, Illinois; and Detroit, Michigan, each for 
the accommodation of the custom-house, post office, Uni- 
ted States courts, and steamboat inspectors, a building of 
stone, of like floors, beams, roofs, shutters, &c., eighty 
five feet by sixty feet, sixty feet in height from the founda 
tion, to cost not more than $88,000 for each building. The 
building at Detroit to be erected upon a water lot belonging 
to the United States. 

At Galveston, Texas, for the accommodation of the cus 
tom. house, post office, and United States courts, a building 
of brick, of like floors, beams, roofs, shutters, &c., furty- 
five feet, by seventy feet, forty-eight feet high from the 
foundation, with a portico on two sides, and to cost not 
more than $100,000. 

At Petersburg, Virginia, for the accommodation of the 
custom-house and post office, a building of stone, of like 
floors, beams, roof, shutters, &c., sixty feet by forty-five 
feet, thirty-two feet high from the foundation, to cost not 
more than $62,000. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the several 
sums mentioned in the preceding section of this act, as the 
cost of the buildings therein authorized to be constructed, 
together with ten per cent. thereon, to cover the compen 
sation of architects, superintendents, advertising, and other 
contingent expenses, and so much as may be required to 
purchase suitable sites for said buildings, be, and the same 
are hereby, appropriated for the purposes aforesaid, out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated : 
Provided, That no money hereby appropriated shall be 
used or applied for the purposes mentioned, until a valid 
title to the land for the site of such building, in each case, 
shall be vested in the United States, and until the State 
shal! also duly release and relinquish to the United States 
the right to tax, or in any way assess said site, or the prop- 
erty of the Unjted States that may be thereon, during the 
time that the said United States shall be or remain the 
owner thereof. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I am directed by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce to modify the amendment by 
adding to it the following additional sections: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and di 
rected to cause to be constructed the following buildings : 
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At New Orleans, Louisiana, a maritt@ospital, to Cost NOt 
mere than $248,000; and when said hospital, shail have 
been completed, the Secretary of the Treasury shall cause 
the old hospital at New Orleans to be sold, and the proceeds 
thereof to be placed in the Treasury of the United States ; 

At Detroit, Michigan, a marine hospital, to cost not more 
than $75,000 ; 


At Pensacoia, Florida, a marine hospital, to cost not more 
than £20,000 ; 


At Burlington, in the State of [owa, a marine hospital, 
to cost nek more than $5,000. 

Sec. —. Ind be it further enacted, That the several 
sums mentioned in the preceding section as the cost of the 
buildings therein authorized to be constructed, together 
with ten per cent. thereon, to cover the compensation of 
architects, superintendents, advertising, and other contin 
gent expenses, and so much as may be required to purebase 
suitable sites for®aid buildings, be, and the same are hereby, 
appropriated for the purposes aforesaid, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated ; Provided, That 
no money hereby appropriated shall be used or applied for 
the purposes mentioned, until a valid title to the land for 
the site of such building, in each case, shall be vested in the 
United States, and until the State shall also duly release 
and relinquish to the United States the right to tax, or in 
any Way assess suid site, or the property of the United States 
that may be thereon, during the time that the said United 
States shall be or remain the owner thereof. 


Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, it seems to 
me that these appropriations for custom-houses, 
and especially for new custom-houses, are becom- 
ing so numerous, and the amounts so large, that 
they should be provided for in’ a separate bill. 
They ought to be appropriated, if at all, like the 
appropriations for rivers and harbors or forti- 
fications, in a separate and independent bill. It 
seems to me that, in relation to these new struc- 
tures, we ought to mature some regular system, 
and, like other new appropriations, they should 
be reported from the Committee on Coinmerceas 
a separate bill, like the light-house bill, to provide 
for new light-houses. It is manifest that if we 
encumber the civil and diplomatic bill, which 
already has run out to a very large number of 
pages, with such amendments as these, relating 
to systems involving expenditures to the amount 
perhaps of more than a $1,000,000, how much I 
do not know, we shall find it very difficult to get 
along with the general appropriation bills. 1, 
therefore, suggest now that it would be better if 
the Senate would adopt it as a rule to appropriate 
in these bills for nothing but buildings which have 
been already commenced and purposes already 
sanctioned by law; and whenever new buildings 
are required to be put up, let them be proposed in 
a separate bill. We may get along in that way 
with some sort of order and consistency; but it is 
impossible that we can legislate in this manner 
with propriety and consistency. We know, sir, 
that this bill had a hard time of it in the House 
of Representatives with the custom-houses which 
are already upon it. What will it be when we 
send it back with all these appropriations em- 
braced in it? I think it would be far better for 
the Committee on Commerce to present this prop- 
osition as a separate bill, and take the sense of 
the Senate upon it in that day. 

Mr. ADAMS. | desire to offeran amendment, 
which, perhaps, should be offered before the 
further discussion of this subject. Itis to add, as 
a proviso, at the end of the custom-house appro- 
priations: 

Provided, That no money shall be expended for a cus- 
tom-house, under the provisions of this act, at any place 


where the customs do not equal the expenses of collec- 
tion. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, the best state- 
ment which [ can make to the Senate, will be one 
which | have.in my hand, that has been prepared 
at the Treasury Department. It states the case, 
perhaps, better, and in fewer words, than I could 
state it. I will not read all of the letter, butonly 
that part which relates to the expediency of erect- 
ing the buildings, and their cost. The Secretary 
of the Treasury says: 


The cost of ground, where the Government does not own 
it, must be an addition to these estimates, and cannot be 
reduced to as much certainty; and there must be an addi 
tion, say of ten per cent., to cover compensation of archi 
tect and superintendent, advertising, &c. There are now 
in the United States one hundred and twenty-nine ports of 
entry and ports of delivery, having the authority aud duties 
of ports of entry. Of this number custom houses have been 
co structed at twenty-five ports. Custom-houses are in 
progress at eleven ports, and custom-houses are about to be 
commenced, under appropriations heretofore nade, at four 
ports, leaving eighty-nine ports unprovided for. Having 
carefully considered the question of authorizing, in dis- 
tricts not yet provided for, the erection of permanent and 
substantial buildings for the use of these public establish- 
ments, Ll am clearly of opinion that such provision ought to 
be extended, for the following reasons: 

1. For the better accommodation of the officers and the 
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better portormanodias dispatch of the duties, and for the 
security aud preservBtion of the records and archives. 

2 For the saving of the rents, otherwise to be paid, 
which, as the Treasury can epare the outlay, should be its 
poliey even more emphatically than an individual similarly 
circum tanced, 48 its interests are more enduring than those 
of the latter. E 

%. Prom regard to that rule of equity towards the various 
portions and districts of the country which Is 4 necessary 
principle of just government. 

For these reasons [ awn of opinion that the Government 
should proceed, whilst its means continue to be abundant, 
to supply suitable buildings for the accommodation of the 
public business at the ports not yet provided for, selecting 
the points at which they appear to be moxt needed, and 
providing annually for as many as can, for the time, be 
convemeontly constructed ; and in expressing this Opinion, 
| ree WO rensen to except, from eventual provision, ports 
at which bat litde revenue is collected, and where a mainly 
preventive force is maintained. The revenue collected 
may, to some extent, regulate the size of the building to 
be provided, but to leave such points without revenue offi 
cers, requiring such accommodation, would be to invite 
illicit imports to such points, to the prejudice of the reve- 
nues at large. 

These are the views of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, in which I say, I think, that the committee 
may entirely coneur. All these approprtations 
will be leas than one half, perhaps not one fourth, 
of what may have been appropriated in one of 
your large cities for a custom-house. Suill, if the 
appropriations shall be made, they will furnish, 
at some fifieen or twenty points, ample buildings 
which will be safe for the public archives, and 
afford all the facilities required in these respective 
locations. It seems to me that it isa wise econ- 
omy to adopt that system at this time. 

Mr. DAWSON. What public archives are 
there in these places to be saved? 

Mr. HAMLIN. Why, sir, all the original 
ceruficates which issue from the custom-house 
offices—all the papers that relate to the ownership 
of vessels—the registers, the enrollments, the 
licenses, the bills of sale, the records of the office, 
and the quarterly returns that are made to the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. DAWSON. My only object was to as- 
certain whether any revenue would be collected 
at some of these points, and to what extent? Take 
Toledo, for instance. 


Mr. HAMLIN, 


I have not the table by me 


‘to state what amount is collected at Toledo; but 


if lam right in my recollection, about $70,000 are 
received there annually. 

Mr. CASS. Between $70,000 and $80,000. 

Mr. HAMLIN, But let me say to the Sena- | 
tor from Georgia, that theamount of revenue col- 
lected at a port is not by any means a certain and 
true indication of the necessity of public buildings 
there, as the Secretary of the Treasury has well 
said in his letter. Sir, | can show the Senator a 
district which has one hundred thousand tons of 
tonnage, and yet pays but very littlerevenue; but 
there are there all the papers relating to that ton- 
nage, all the enrollments, all the licenses, all the 
bills of sale, and all the records which should be 
preserved and protected at least. Consequently, 
in districts where there is little or no revenue col- 
lected, but where they are actually necessary for | 
a large tonnage, and are also necessary for the 
purpose of protecting the revenue, you must keep 
up @ protective force, because a protective force is | 
as necessary to enforce the revenue laws, as is a | 
force io collect the revenue. At these places, the 
Secretary has well said that buildings of a less 
size, and at a less cost, will be required. The 
scale which he has adopted is one going down to 
$10,000, and ranging up to millions in your large 
cities, although $100,000 is the highest amount 
appropriated for here, that being the appropriation | 
for a custom-house, with other offices in it at Gal- | 
veston, in Texas. 

The amendment also provides that the sums 
therein specified shall be in full for all these build- 
ings, with the single exception of an additional 
apprepriation hereafter to purchase sites. That 
cannot be known with certainty and accuracy; but | 
the cost of each building, varying from $10,000 | 
up to a $1,000,000, can be ascertained, and is as- | 
certained by the Secretary, who has furnished us | 
his estimates for every building he has recom- 
mended. Allow me to say, as I do not desire to 
repeat it, that what he says of the custom-houses | 
applies also to the marine hospitals. Al] the ma- 
rine hospitals provided for in the amendment are 
estimated for, and the limitations and restrictions 
contained in the amendment are, that they shall 
in no case cost a single dollar beyond the amount 
appropriated. 


| ment may well be @dopted. 


I think, sir, that for these reasons this amend- 
1 will further say, 
that the custom-house buildings, which must be in 
towns, are also to contain accommodations for the 
post offices; and if the United States courts sit in 


that place, then we provide that they shall con- | 


tain rooms forthose courts. If there bea board of 
steamboat inspectors, or any other board of officers 
for whom buildings are hired by the United States, 
they are to be provided for in these buildings. 

I have but a few words to say in reply to the 
suggestion of the Senator from Virginia, that 
these appropriations might and should be made in 
aseparate bill, It may be so, sir; but I think 
that Senator has himself offered amendments from 
the Committee on Finance which do not legiu- 
mately and appropriately belong to this appro- 
priauion bill. 
ulways anxious to accommodate that committee, 
whose duties | know are very laborious, 1 have 
voted, without an exception, to sustain their re- 
port. When I told that Senator that the Commit- 
tee on Commerce have labored as industriously, if 
not intelligently, to consummate objects which are 
beneficial to the commerce of the country, | hoped 
he would not have interposed an objection here, 
particularly when the Senator knew the solicitude 
of some of his own colleagues for appropriations 
for the State of Virginia, which are contained in 
this amendment; although | suppose, of course, 
that that would not bave any eflect upon the Sena- 
tor’s mind, as it ought nottohave. Now, sir, this 
amendment is as yermane, as proper, as perti- 
nent, as the e nendment for bringing water into the 
city of Washington. My friend suggested that 
the adoption of this amendment would endanger 
the billin the House. Why, sir, what is the his- 
tory of the matter? The House have incorpor- 
ated into the bill every amendment for custom- 
houses, some new and some old, which were asked 
to be appropriated for. Did they do that for the 
water-works? « 

Mr. HUNTER. 
appropriations for new custom-houses. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 1 repeat, that I think [ am 
justified in saying, that in every instance the 


House incorporated amendments for every cus- 


tom-house for which they were asked to make an 
appropriation, 

Mr. HUNTER. I think there is no appropri- 
ation for a new custom-house in the bill, and there 


will be none in it, unless the Senator gets them In. | 
| think there is an appropri- | 


Mr. HAMLIN. 


| ation in the bill for the purchase of a site fora 
| custom-house at Providence, Rhode Island. 


a continuation of a former appropriation, but | | 


Mr. HUNTER. 
former appropriation for that purpose. 
Mr. HAMLIN. 1 do not understand that it is 


| learn that it isan absolute appropriation for the 


| There is also an appropriation for the purchase of | 


purchase of asite there; and the Senate have, very 


wisely, [ think, added a proviso, giving to the | 


Secretary of the Treasury the power to make a 
contract for the erection of a building on that site. 


asite in San Francisco; but | know appropria- 
tions have been made for a custom-house at that 
lace. 


Mr. HUNTER. TheSenator knows—no man | 
knows better—that we frequently begin by appro- | 


priating a certain sum, and we limit the expendi- 
ture to that sum; but it is afterwards found that 


| the site costs more than was expected, and a sub- 


sequent appropriation is made; so that it is actu- 


ally a continuation, though it may not appear to | 


be so on the face of the bill. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Well, Mr. President, it is 
hardly worth while, I think, to detain the Sen- 
ate at length upon what | believe is not a well 
founded objection. Every appropriation for every 
public work must have an existence somewhere. 
Now,I appeal to the Senate if the public works 
provided for in this amendment are not as legiti- 
mate and as germane to this bill as appropria- 
tions that have been recommended by the com- 
mittee who had the bill specially in charge? 

Mr. CASS. The Senator from Maipe has said 
everything that I could have wanted to say on the 
subject, and has said it better than [ could; but I 
wish to say to him that | hold in my hand a list 
of theseappropriations, which I requested one of 
the clerks to copy from the statute-book; and in 
that list I find bat three cases for which special 
appropriations have been made for these objects. 


Sull, as one member of the Senate, | 


I think this bill contains no | 


That is a continuation of a | 








THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, July 95 


ed, 


Every ane. at the others has been 
continue appropriations ina : 

Mr. HAMLIN. I was about ts ey ile. 
knew that for most of the works of this a one 
which have been commenced, the appropri spelen 
were,made originally in the civil and dpiene™® 
appropriation bill, — * . promatic 

Mr. CASS. All but the first three. 

Mr. HAMLIN, [I think, then, it is no 
late to raise such an objecti =e 

jection to the bill, 

Mr. MASON. As this debate is to 
must ask the Senate to postpone the further con. 
sideration of the bill, with a view of going j 
Executive session. , aliases 

Mr. HAMLIN. Let us take the vote on this 
amendment. 

Mr. MASON. I have no objection to takine 
a vote; but it is very important that we should 
havea short Executive session, and the hour; 
getting late. . 

Mr. BELL. I should like to know from th 
honorable Senator from Maine what princi , 

: oe at principle the 
committee adopted in limiting the number of ports 
of entry and delivery at which it is proposed to 
authorize the building of custom-houses and post 
offices at this ime? Is it according to any rule of 
population, or is it regulated by the amount of 
revenue collected? What is the limitation? | 
observe that in the amendment provision is ma 
for custom: houses, post offices, and United States 
court rooms, in a number of places, but I do not 
see any decided distinction between many of them 
and other places for which no provision is made, 
There are also some provisions in the amendment 
for the construction of marine hospitals. Whatis 
the limitation in regardtothem? | inquire forthe 
purpose of obtaining information to control my 
own course in some degree. I can readily see that 
it may be an object of public interest and import- 
ance, and that it may be true economy for the 
Government to go on, as rapidly as we have the 
means, and may find it to be convenient, toafford 
these custom-house accommodations to all our 
ports of entry and delivery, and post offices for 
our large cities; but 1 should like to know how 
soon certain other cities in the Union, unprovided 
for in this amendment, may expect to be dealt with 
in a similar manner? 

But my object in rising was to ascertain whether 
any rule had beenadopted in preparing this amend- 
ment, dependent on the population or the revenue 
collected at the different points. | admit that do 
not make this inquiry disinterestedly, either as to 
the custom-houses or to the marine hospitals. 
There are in the State of Tennessee two places 
very much exposed, and where it would be avery 
great convenience, not only to the people of those 
places, but to the public in general, if we could 
have marine hospitals there. Conveniences for 

| custom-houses would also be useful and advanta- 


commenced an 


© on,! 


geous there. The city of Memphis, on the Missis- 
sippi river, is one of the points most exposed to 
the diseases which annually affect passengers, 
particularly emigrants, on the ane river, 
The town of Nashville is exposed in the same 
way. Sometimes yellow fever reaches us, and 
frequently the cholera comes up by the navigation 
| from New Orleans. Neither of these places is 4 
large city. Memphis is a growing city, and will 
be a large place in a few years. It is now a very 
considerable city. Nashville isalso growing rap: 
idly; but, perhaps, not so rapidly as Memphis. 
| They are both ports of delivery. 
Mr. HAMLIN. If the Senator will allow me 
to interrupt him, I will give him an answer to his 
| qnestion. He must see at a glance that it would 
ne be practicable to commence marine hospitals 
|, at every point all over the country, where they 
| may, perhaps, be now necessary, or where they 
|| may hereafter be necessary; nor would it be proper 
' to commence custom-houses at every collection 
|| district, all at one time. 
|| Mr. BELL. 1 inquired what was the limita 
|| tion. 
| Mr. HAMLIN, 
I will answer him. 


If the Senator will allow me, 


Mr. BELL. I agree to what the Senator has 
stated. 


| Mr. HAMLIN. I have read from the letter of 
| the Secretary of the Treasury, in which he recom 


mends distinctly the erection of a custom-house 


| at every port of entry, and at every port of deliv- 
| ecene cand pacha as As ok should be first built 
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wh 
pitals etd in relation to Memphis. There 
aan papers before the Committee on Com- 
were in relation to the construction of a marine 
. val at Memphis. At the earnest solicitation 
Maine Senator ’s colleague, (Mr. Jones, of Ten- 
nessee,} | went myself to the Treasury Depart- 
- for the purpose of conferring with them in 
ter to induce them to recommend Memphis as 
a nt at which a marine hospital should be now 
es Gat | was told that they had entered into 
oe eerangement with the local authorities of that 
= hd which provision could be made better for 
ae and cheaper for the Government, at pres- 
SS aa therefore, they did not recommend that 
- ' place where a marine hospital should be built 
P thistime. At the solicitation of the Senator’s 
colleague, | held an interview with the Secretary 
of the Treasury on that very point. As to Nash- 
ville, | will only say, that we had no papers be- 
us. and we had no application asking for any 
appropriation at that place. ke 

‘Mr. TOOMBS. | agree with the Senator from 
Virginia, that we ought to take up this subject by 
self, It isa large subject, and the reply made 
by the Senator from Maine is not sausfactory. 
If, Mr. President, we are to justify any amount 
of appropriations, or expenditures, upon the 
ground that you have done such things before, 
there isno abuse for which you cannot find an 
excuse somewhere in the legislation of this Gov- 
ernment. But here is a question which confess- 
edly, according to the leuer of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, looks to a wide spread, in- 
calculable, and, as | believe, unnecessary expend- 
iture of the public money. It has been the cus- 
tom to establish custom-houses at the points where 
the revenue is collected. At most of these ports 
of entry and delivery, the business can be done in 
a house ten feet by twelve. Every book, every 
thing connected with the business, can be Kept in 
a house for which we would have to pay only 
500, and yet the Government is to commence 
building. But we are told now that in these cus- 
tom-houses there will be provision made fora post 
office. Youare already putting three or four mil- 


fore 


lions upon the producing classes of this country | 


for the benefit of commerce; and | trust the time 


will soon come in which there will not be a post | 


office on the North American continent owned by 
the United States. It ought not to be so; for so 
long as you do take charge of it, you not only 
carry the great body of the commercial corres- 
pondence of the country for nothing, but you put 
the cost of it upon the industrious classes of the 
United States. 

One argument for the erection of these custom- 
houses is the want of a place to keep the records. 
Sir, half the records grow out of an antiquated 
and absurd and restrictive system, which | trust 
will not live inthe country two years longer—that 
is your navigation laws and registers. They 
ought to be abolished. It is in accordance with 
the principles of a large body of gentlemen on this 
floor; and | intend to bring the subject to the at- 
tention of the Senate, at a very early day, to cut 
off this artificial and restrictive system, which 
makes these records necessary. Your wrong sys- 
tem makes it necessary to build houses to keep 
records which are worse than useless, and have no 
other tendency than to injure a great portion of 
the people of this country. I do not see why we 
should do it, 

The Senator from Maine has also proposed to 
amend a provision in the bill for the relief of 
American seamen in foreign countries, by pro- 
posing that all seamen sailing in American-built 
vessels shall be included, the use of which I do 
hot see, If this amendment be adopted, and you 
enter into this system of protection to all who sail 
under our flag, the difficylty will be this: An Eng- 
ishman or Dutchtnan, who has sailed in our 
ships, will ship in New York for Liverpool or a 

rman port, and he will be carried there, and 
when you get him there you cannot bring him 
back; ‘he will be in his own land, among. his 
friends, and will have no reason to return; but if 
you find an American starving upon a foreign 
oa you can send him here. I think it wili be 

und better to take care of these latter, who are 


our own sailors, for we have not a similar power 
over forvign ones. Se 
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at most important; and so of marine hos- || 
1¢ ! 


' them. 


{ therefore trust, after such difficulty in this 
country, and after seventy years have passed in 
which we have not done this thing, that now, 
when it is unnecessary, because four fifths of the 
revenue is collected in New York, and when, ac- 
cording to the laws of centralization, and from 
absolute, necessary, and uncontrollable causes, it 
will continue to increase as long as the Union 
lasts, custom-hovses m ports at which little or 
no revenue is collected may be speedily abolished. 
One half of the custom-houses in the West are 
wholly unnecessary. They are obtained through 
local influence, and not on account of any public 
interest. Our revenues oucht to be collected at 
the mouth of the Mississippi, instead of at the 
little houses along the Mississippi and its tributa- 
ries. ‘They are not necessary to collect the Gov- 
ernment revenues; there should not be one of 
We ought not, from a sense of economy 
and of justice to the people, enter into them; and 
I hope that, perhaps inten years, weshall not have 
acustom house of thiskind. There ought not to 
be any now. The people should hold Congress 
responsible for this expenditure; for they never 
will be curtailed until they do. 

Therefore, | say, this is a large question, involv- 
ing, directly and indirectly, very greatissues, and a 
vast expenditure of thepublicmoney. We ought 
to take it up, and consider it deliberately in the 
Senate, and not tack it on a money appropriation 
bill. Many questions are involved in it; there- 


fore, even those who are in favor of it ought to | 


bring it before us in such a manner that it mighg | 
be deliberately discussed and considered. 

Mr. MALLORY. What is the question before 
the Senate? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is on the 


amendmentof the Senator from Mississippi, to add | 


to the amendment moved by the Senator from 
Maine, the following: 

Provided, That no money shall be expended for custom- 
houses, under the provisions of this act, in places where 
the customs do not equal the expenses of collecuen. 


Mr. MALLORY. I 
agreed to. 
that it ought not to be adopted. 
the assumption 

Mr. MASON. 
to lead to a protracted debate, and | hope the Sen- 


trust that will not be 


Itis based upon 





| ator, therefure, will give way and permit me to 


move the postponement of the bill, in order that 


| we may have an Executive session, 


Mr. MALLORY. I shall occupy the floor but 


a few minutes, and | desire to proceed now while 


| the matter is fresh. | say that it must be manifest 


to the Senator from Mississippi, that the provision 
which he offers ought not to prevail, because it is 
based upon the assumption that the only use of a 
custom-house is for the collection of the revenue; 
whereas, one of the most important uses, and one 
of the strongest arguments for the erection and | 
establishment of them, is their use in preventing | 
an infraction of the revenue laws, and in carrying 
out the legislation of the country upon the rev- 


| enue, apart and separate from the collection of the | 


revenue. Why, sir, the entire coasting trade of 
the United States makes up the larger part of the 
duties of customs officers. There are many of 
the must important custom-houses at which but a 
small portion of the revenue is collected, because | 
their entire duties lie in the transaction of the 
business of the coasting trade. 

In relation to the cost of the buildings, I would | 


| remind the Senate that, some years ago, when the 


Treasury Department in Washington was con- | 
sumed by fire, all the Treasury circulars which 


had been written from 1794, or from the origin of || 


the great commercial act establishing the collection | 


| of the revenue in this country, and which had ac- 


| cumulated in our custom-houses, and in the Treas- 
| ury Department, and which constituted the law of 
| the land on that subject, being the adjudications 


of the Attorney General and the Secretary of the 
Treasury upon the questions of revenue, were | 
burnt; and hed it not been for the fact that the | 
Secretary was enabled to obtain copies of them | 
from the custom-houses of the United States | 
which had not been similarly consumed, the | 
utmost confusion would have prevailed in the laws | 
regulating the collection of the revenue. Hence it 
is Sareea in the erection of custom-houses to 
provide buildings to secure their records. 

In relation to those records, the Senator from 


My friend from Mississippi will see | 


This amendment is evidently | 


Ba 


them at all. He seems to favor the doing away 
with them all. Would he abolish all these dis- 
tinctions between foreien and American vessels? 
Would he abolish all evidence of nationality in 
ourcommerce? Would he abolish al! the means 
of ascertaining upon the high seas whether a ves- 
sel be American or foreign? If he is not in favor 
of this abolition, how can you provide for the 
discrimination, but by a register of enrollment, a 
license, or some other official record? One is 
kept at the Department here. The vesdel takes 
one; one is kept here in the office at which the 
record is issued. I think that this is one of the 
most important of the duties of the custom-house. 
Independent of that, itis necessary for the pro- 
tection of seamen. Our seamen obtain a pro- 
tection with very little trouble, indeed, in our 
custom-houses; and let me say that one half or 
three fourths of the seamen of the merchant ma- 
rine are foreigners, men who were never natural- 
ized, and were notborn inthecountry. A record 
of their naturalization, or custom-house naturali- 
zation, is their protection, and that is kept in the 
custom-houses of the country. But, Mr. Presi- 
dent, I shall not detain the Senate further. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I desire to say a few words 
in reply to the suggestions of the Senator from 
Georgia. I think he labors under very serious 
misapprehensions. In the first place, | have no 
idea that we shall see our revenue system abol- 
ished within ten or twenty years, or within his 
lifetime or mine. But conceding that we should 
see it entirely abandoned, and all our navigation 
laws repealed; conceding that we should see our 
whole system of revenue laws blotted out of 
existence, and foreign vessels admitted here to 
register upon precisely the same conditions that 
American vessels are now registered; admitting 
that we shall hereafter draw no distinction between 
American tonnage and foreign tonnage—admit it 
in its broadest scope, and then | ask the Senator 
from Georgia what solitary paper for the protec- 
tion and safety of the revenue that is now issued 
could be dispensed with? Not one. You must 
have the name of the owner of the vessel, so that 
you may know to whom the penalties attach. 
You must have bills of lading, in order to know 
to whom the cargo belongs. You must have the 
vessel properly cleared; you must have, [ again 
assert, every paper, every record for the protec- 
tion of the revenue laws which you now have, if 
you admit foreign vessels on precisely the same 
ground as American vessels; and therefore the 
reasons which the Senator from Georgia has stated, 
to show that there is no necessity for these build- 
ings, | think are wrong. The Senator is erro- 
neous in his position. 

The Senator took another ground, and that was, 
that ports of delivery are not necessary along the 
valley of the Mississippi. Sir, the Senator had 
not considered that well; I am sure he had not. 
Let me ask the Senator from Virginia if he be- 
lieves that the people of Wheeling could be made 
to travel all the way to New Orleans for the pur- 
pose of paying their duties, and taking the secu- 





| rity with them? Mostassuredly not. But perhaps 


the Senator would oT that he would allow goods 
to be imported directly into Wheeling and all in- 
terior ports, and to traverse two thousand miles 
inland. If he would, let me ask him what secu- 
rity there would be for the revenues of the coun- 
try? Your laws require a vessel to enter at the 
first port that it reaches when it comes from a 
foreign country—and why? For the purpose of 
protecting the revenue. If you will allow a vessel 
to run Sora the Atlantic coast two thousand 
miles, without compelling her to enter a single 
port when she comes from a foreign country, I 
ask what would prevent her from discharging her 
whole cargo of goods, and thus keeping up a pub- 
lie illicit trade, without contributing one dollar to 
the revenue? It is obvious to every mind the 
revenue system of the Government is built on that 
necessity; and, consequently, you must compel a 


| vessel to enter a port that is at the mouth of a 


river, or at the first port which she reaches. After 
she has entered and delivered her manifest, and 
been inspected, then, without breaking bulk, she 
may go direct to another port inland, where her 
cargo must conform with the manifest, thus re- 
venting an rtunity of entering into an illicit 
trade, which ‘Could be - broad as the land, if they 
could run down all the coast, or two thousand 


ia seems to scout the idea of having any of || miles up a river, without entering intoa port, 1 
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ator are without foundation. . 

Mr. MASON. I move that the further consid- 
eration of the bill be postponed until to-morrow, 
in order to proceed to the consideration of Exec- 
utive business. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


While the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill was,under discussion, a further message was 
received fromthe House of Representatives, by 
Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, announcing that they 
had passed the following bills and joint resolu- 
lions, in which they asked the concurrence of the 
Senaiz: 

A bill for the relief of W. D. Porter, of the 
United States Navy. 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Bedinger’s heirs. 

A bill for the relief of Brigadier Genera! John 
E. Wool. 

A bill for the relief of J. C. Buckles, of Louis 
ville, Kentucky. 

A bill for the relief of James S. Graham and 
Walter H. Finnall. 

A billfor the relief of Lieutenant George H. 
Paige, of the United States Army. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Brevet Cap- 
tain J. H. Lendrum, United States Army. 

A bill to provide a pension for Oliver Brown, of 
Chemung county, New York. 

A bill to provide a pension for Edmund Mitch- 
ell, of Carroll county, in the State of Kentucky. 

A bill for the relief of James Butler. 

A bill for the relief of John H. Hicks, of In- 
diana. 

A bill for the relief of John Brown, second, of 
New Hampshire. 

A bill for the relief of Mrs. Anna W. Angus, 
widow of the late Captain Angus, United States 
Navy. 

A bill for the relief of Betsey Nash. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Ellis. 

A bili for the relief of Charlotte S. Westcott. 

A joint resolution for the settlement of the claim 
of Don Juan Jesus Vigil, of New Mexico. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Larkin Smith. 

A bill for the relief of George Mattingly. 

A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Reddick, 
administrator of Richard Taylor, deceased. I] 

A bill for the relief of John McVea and John | 
KF, MecKneely, of Louisiana. 

A bill for the relief of William Curran. 

A bill for the relief of Enoch S. More. 

A bill for the relief of Patrick Gass. 

A bill for the relief of Rosalie Caxillo. 

A bill for the relief of A. S. Laughery. 

A bill for the relief of William McElhiny, 
E. P. Mathews, and Lawrence Cribben. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Bronaugh. 

A bill for the relief of Anna E. Cook. 

A bill for the relief of Abraham Ausman. 

A bill for the relief of Titian R. Peale. 

A bill for the relief of Sylvester Humphrey and 
the heirs of Alexander Humphrey, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Robert F. McGuire and 
Louisa, his wife, late Louisa Lamy. 

A bill for the relief of Charles H. Wilgus. 

A bill for the relief of William A. Duer, John 
Duer, and Beverly Robinson, trustees of the estate 
of Sarah Alexander, widow of Major General 


~ William Alexander, commonly known as Lord 


Stirling. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Rice Jones. 

A bill for the relief of William Hawkins. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Lieutenant Francis Ware. 

A bill for the relief of James Capen. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Ap Catesby 
Jones, surety for a former postmaster at Norfolk, 
Virginia, 

A bill for the relief of James Wright, jr., of the 
State of Tennessee. 

A bill for the relief of Jacob McLellan. 
A. bill for the relief of Charles J. Davis, ad- 
ministrator of Captain John Davis, an officer in | 

the war of the Revolution. 

A bill for the relief of William H. Weirick. 

A bill for the relief of Rebecca Baggerly, widow 
of David Baggerly, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of the civil township of | 
Marion, in the county of Mercer, Ohio. 

A bill for the relief of the inhabitants of town- | 


ship forty-five, range one, in Warren county, 
Missouri. 

A bill for the relief of the Pine Grove Academy, 
in Louisiana. 

A bill for the relief of Captain Lewis E. 
Simonds. 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Morse, of Essex, 
county of Chittenden, State of Vermont. 

A bill for the relief of Ira Call, of Huron county, 
Ohio. 

A bill for the relief of Isaac M. Sigler, of Put- 
nam county, Indiana. 

A bill for the relief of John Frazer and the ad- 


| ministrator of the estate of John G. Clendenin, 
| deceased. 


A bill for the relief of Mary EL: Cushing. 
A bill vesting the title of the United States to 


certain land in the city of Cincinnati. 


A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Everard Meade. 

Also, that they had passed a bill from the Senate 
to incorporate the proprietors of the Glenwood 
Cemetery. 

FORTIFICATION BILL. 

The message also announced that the House of 
Representatives had passed an act making appro- 
priations for fortifications, and other works of de- 


| fense, and for repairs of barracks and quarters, for 


the year ending the 30th of June, 1855, in which 
they requested the concurrence of the Senate. 
INVALID PENSION BILL. 
‘The message also announced that the House had 
ezreed to the amendments of the Senate to the bill 
making appropriations for the payment of invalid 


| and other pensions of the United States for the 


| 


year ending the 30th of June, 1855. 
GLENWOOD CEMETERY. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Before the 
Senator from Virginia submits his motion to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of Executive business, 


| the Chair will suggest that there are certain bills | 


which have been returned from the House with 
amendments, and which might now be acted upon. 
ry ‘ 

The Senate accordingly proceeded to consider 
the amendment of the House to the bill of the 
Senate to incorporate the proprietors of Glenwood 
Cemetery. 

The amendment was to add the following: 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That each of the 
stockholders in said company shall be held liable in his or 
her individual capacity for all the debts and liabilities of 
said company, however contracted or incurred, to be re- 


| covered by suit as other debts or liabilities before the court 


or tribunal having jurisdiction of the case. 


On motion by Mr. ADAMS, it was concurred 
in. 


WASHINGTON AND ALEXANDRIA RAILROAD. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House to the bill of the Senate *‘ au- 


thorizing the extension of the Alexandria and | 
| Washington railroad into the District of Colum- 


bia.”’ 

The first amendment was to insert in the first 
section authorizing the extension of the road 
through such streets or avenues of Washington 
and Georgetown as the corporate authorities may 


avenue.’”’ 
The next was to add, as an additional section, 


| the following: 


Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That the Baltimore 


| and Ohio Railroad Company be, and itis hereby, authorized 
| to construct and extend the Washington branch of said 


road according to such route as may be most convenient 


| through the said District, to some point on the Potomac 


river, Opposite to, and near the city of Alexandria, in Vir 
ginia, for the purpose of forming a connection with said 
river, and the lines of railroad running south, subject to the 
provisions of its present charter; and the said company are 
hereby authorized to locate, construct, and operate the 
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think the objections taken by the honorable Seit- 
| 


i , . 
_andria and Washington railroad into the Disuis 





. a 





July 25, 


es 


of Columbia, and conferring certain 


the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad C Privileges On 
Mr. WALKER. One of those amendadsny 


somewhat lengthy. I move that the bill 
. irae be te. 
ig to the onary on the District of Colum. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PRATT subsequently said: | 
the Senator from Wisconsin that ther 
cessity for the reference of the bill. Let it li 
the table, and be called up at some other ti re On 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If saan 
nok ro Senate, the order for te 
erence will be withdrawn, an ill will j ; 
the table. +A ae we 


SUgzeRt 1 
© 13 no ne. 


WILLIAM SENNA FACTOR. 
The Senate proceeded to consider ¢ 
ments of the House to the bill of the 
the relief of William Senna Factor, 
The first amendment was to strike out 
as the amount to be appropriated by th 
insert ** $2,000,’’ and on add the followings 
Provided, That said sum shall be received in full of aij 


he amend. 
Senate for 


707" 
1, and 


| claims on account of the property herein mentioned 


On motion by Mr. SEBASTIAN, the ameng. 
ments were concurred in. 
JOSEPH WATSON, 
The Senate proceeded to consider the amend. 


ment of the Elouse to the bill of the Senate for 


| the relief of the representatives of Joseph Watson 
| deceased. 


The amendment was to strike out the words 


| ** Indian agent,” and insert ‘ secretary of the In. 


/approve, the words ‘‘except the Pennsylvania 


| said extensions hereby authorized through such parts of | 
| the city of Washington or public reservations as the cor- 


porate authorities thereof, or the President of the United 


| States, may consent to ; and also to build a bridge or bridges 
| over the eastern branch of the Potomac river, at some point 


| above the navy-yard: Provided, however, That the same 


shall not obstruct the navigation thereof, and said company | 
shall have power to locate and establish a depot, and erect | 
the necessary buildings thereon, and also to erect such | 


wharves and piers into said river as may be necessary : 
Provided, The same shall not obstruct the navigation 
thereof: Provided, further, That the said Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad Company be subject to the same conditions 


and restrictions in extending their road through any part of | 


noe. of Washington as are prescribed for the Alexandria 
and Washington Railroad Company. 

The title was also amended, so as to read: 

An act authorizing the extension of the Alex- 


dian department and store-keeper,” denoting the 
position held by Mr. Watson while in the dis. 
charge of his duties. 

Mr. WALKER. I would inquire if there js 
any such officer as * superintendent of the Indian 
department.” 

Mr. ADAMS. There was at that time. 

Mr. WALKER. Then it is to conform to the 
law at that time? 

Mr. ADAMS. Yes, sir. | move that the Sep- 
ate concur in the amendment. 

The motion was agreed to. 

A. C. W. FANNING. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House to the bill of the Senate for the 
relief of the executrix of the late Brevet-Colonel 
A.C. W. Fanning, of the United States Army. 
The amendment was to strike out ‘* $7,230,” and 
insert ** $5,980,’’ as the amount to be appropii- 
ated; and to strike out the words ‘‘as commis- 
sions for disbursements made by him in 1827 and 
1828, at the United States arsenal in Augusta, 
Georgia.”’ 

On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, the amendment 
was concurred in. 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE REPORT. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the 


| Senate a letter of the Secretary of the Smithsonian 





Institute, transmitting the annual report of the 
Board of Regents. 

On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was ordered to 
be printed. 


Mr. RUSK. I move that ten thousand addi- 


| tional copies be printed. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘That motion 
goes to the Committee on Printing. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- 


| ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 


and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
re-opened, and 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
‘Tuespay, July 25, 1854. 

The House met at eleven o’clock,a.m. Prayet 
by Rev. Henry Sticer. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER appointed the following ge 
tlemen as members of the committee to inquire 
into any alterations or mutilations which may 
have been made in bills of the House after their 
passage: 

Mr. Wasusurne, of Illinois; Mr. Barc: 
nipge, of Kentucky; Mr. Camppeit, of Ohio) 


Mr. Barry, of Mississippi; and Mr. Davis, of 


Indiana. 
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RESOLU TIONS OF CONNECTICUT. 
ur. PRATT, by unanimous consent, submit- 
re Sate of Connecticut; which were laid on 
‘he table, and ordered to be printed: 


, 1s, in obedience to the spirit of the Constitution 
whereas, . 


» following resolutions from the Legislature | 


| 
i 


United States, the early policy of the Government | 
the States, ) J 


discourage, restrict, and repress slavery, and where- 
was 0G ational Government has been swerved from its 
oe ourse on this subject; and whereas, the compro- 
0, by which slavery was prohibited in all the 


mise Of 182 ’ 
ertitOry the 
has been re 


ginal ec 


ypealed by act of Congress; and whereas, it is 

view of this calamitous and unexpected event, 

proper, ‘Sete of Connecticut should proclaim her princi 

oo j the line of policy she proposes to pursue, in rela 

“ ot » subject ol slavery ; now therefore, 

Me Oe ed hy this Assembly, in the name and in behalf of 
_ ‘le of this State, that we still cherish the great prin 
ap the Constitution, and based upon these principles, 

‘ne Union of these United States. 

” Resolved, That the Federal ¢ onstitution, ordained to 

ms more perfect union, to establish justice, and to se- 

“on r : blessings of liberty, expressly denies to the Gen- 

i an me¢ nt the power to deprive any person of life, 

ee or prope rtv, without due process of law, and that 


n held by the United States north of 36° 30, | 


Government having no more power to establish slavery | 
, x0 . J 


‘han to establish a monarchy, should at once proceed to 
wines itself from all responsibility for the existence of 
in le wherever it possesses constitutional power to legis 
tate for its extinction. si : 
Resolved, That this General Assembly, in view of the 
fact that the compromises heretofore made on the subject 
f slavery, by act of Congress, have virtually been repudi 


ated and deprived of their moral force and authority, by | 


the repeal of the act preparatory to the admission of Mis- 
souri, approved March 6, 1520, do declare their determina 
tion to return Lo the original policy of the Government. 
ounded upon the Constitution of the U nited States. 
Resolved, That, in the opinion of this General Assembly, 
the people of Connecticut demand the repeal of that part 
of the bill for the ofganization of the government of Kansas 
and Nebraska, which declares the Missouri compromise 
inoperative and void, and will persevere in this demand 
until the restriction of slavery contained in the act of 1820, 
shall be restored to full force and effect. 
Resolved, That the Hon. Isaac Toucey, 


a Senator of | 


the State of Connecticut, in the Congress of the United | 


States, having, by his vote on the final passage of the bill 
for the organization of the Territories of Kansas and Ne- 
braska, disobeyed the solemn and deliberate instructions of 


the Legislature, and disregarded the wishes, the interests, | 
and the principles of the people of this State, deserves to | 


be, and hereby is, censured by this General Assembly. 
Resolved, That the thanks of the General Asseinbly are 
hereby tendered to such of our Senators and Representa 
tives in the Congress of the United States as have opposed, 
by all legal and constitutional means, and to the last ex- 
tremity, the passage of the act by which the Missouri com 
promise has been repealed. 
~ Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be instructed, 
and our Representatives be requested, to introduce into the 
Congress of the United States, and vote in favor of, such 


an amendment of the law commonly known as the fugitive | 
slave law, as shall secure to every person claimed under | 


said law, the right of trial by jury in the State where such 
person may be arrested and held to trial. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted 
to our Senators and Representativesin the Congress of the 
United States, to be by them laid before that body. 


Mr. PRATT, in presenting the resolutions, 


said; Mr. Speaker, the resolutions relate to the | 
recent action of Congress on an important subject; 
and inasmuch as an esteemed colleague in the | 


other branch of this body [Hon. Mr. Toucey] 
comes in for a vote of censure, 1 had, until the 
introduction of them into the Senate, felt it to be 
my duty not to present them to the House without 
a few words of explanation. 


Since, however, the honorable Senator has taken | 


occasion to give to the Senate and the country his 
views upon the important questions involved in 


the resolutions, | shall refrain from saying any- | 
thing further than simply to express my dissent | 


; Am - 
from the course pursued by the majonty of the 
Legislature, in assuming to censure a public ser- 


vant for not obeying the instructions of a party | 


which has uniformly repudiated the doctrine of 
instructions, 

Had the Senator received instructions from a 
Legislature controlled by the party to which he 
i8 indebted for his seat, I take it for granted he 
would have obeyed, or resigned; if not, a vote of 
censure would, under such circumstances, be con- 
sistent,and, in my judgment, highly proper. That 
many, perhaps most of the members of the Legis- 
‘ature, who favored the passage of the resolutions, 
acted from conscientious motives, I entertain not 
the slightest doubt. With most of the gentlemen 

ve the pleasure of a personal acquaintance. I 
know them to be high-minded, honorable, and 
patriotic. While I would not question the motive, 

have a right to question the consistency of the 
act, 

Much as I regret that the honorable Senator 
“aw fit to vote for the repeal of the Missouri com- 
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promise, | cheerfully concede to him the same 


freedom which I ask for myself, of voting ac- 
cording to the dictates of my own judgment; and 
I cannot concur in this vote of censure upon him 
for the fyee exercise of his undoubted right. 

There are important principles involved in the 
resolutions, and remedies proposed for the griev- 
ance inflicted upon the country by the late act of 
Congress, which I do not propose in this connec- 
tion to discuss. This is not the appropriate occa- 
sion to enter into a discussion of the questions to 
which the resolutions relate. 

For myself, Mr. Speaker, I have always been 
opposed to theagitation of subjects connected with 
slavery, believing, as I do, that such agitation is 
fraught with mischief and danger, and tends only 
to harm. For this reason | helped to establish the 
Baltimore platform in 1852. For this reason, 
acting in conformity to the spirit of the Baltimore 
convention, | opposed the repeal of the Missouri 
compromise. In reviewing my course of conduct 
in relation to this question, | am sustained alike 
by the reflection that I have faithfully represented 
the sentiment of the great majority of my con- 


| stituents, and the proud consciousness that I have 


discharged my duty in accordance with my own 
convictions of right. 

Mr. Speaker, the resolutions under consider- 
ation contain a censure of my colleague, for the 
alleged reason that he saw fit to disregard certain 
instructions previously given. These instructions, 
as I have before remarked, were voted by a 


party which has heretofore uniformly repudiated 


the very doctrine of instruction. These instruc 
tions and this censure come, too, from a party 
whose political action in the Legislature has been 
inconsistent with itself; a party which at the out- 
set, or rather at the commencement of the session, 
proclaimed the obliteration of old party lines of 
demarkation, and the sole issue of the Nebraska 
question: yet who, nevertheless, took the earliest 
opportunity of removing from office every Demo- 
crat, for the one reason that he wasa Democrat, and 
without reference to his views on this subject. 
Moreover, they were originated by a few design- 
ing politicians in the Legislature, for the object of 
shaping certain party ends—men who, by ready 
professions, and the adroit appliances known to 
active demagogues, have secured positions from 
whence they derive a power to direct legislative 
action in a manner widely variant from the general! 
sentiment of the people. i allude here to a few 
scheming political leaders, and not to the more 
honest members, who may have been made the 
unsuspecting parties to a covert political design. 

If the resolutions referred to had simply repu- 
diated the proposition to repeal the Missouri compro- 
mise, and there ended, they would doubtless have 
been almost unanimously supported in the Legis- 
lature, and would have received the sanction of an 
overwhelming majority of the people of Connec- 
ticut. On that question there is scarcely a divis- 
ion of sentiment in my State. But they went 
further, and involved propositions directly at war 
with the fundamental doctrine of State-rights. 
Under circumstances like these—coming, as the 
resolutions do, from a party who have exerted 
themselves to the utmost to prevent the election of 
Mr. Toucey to the honorable post which he now 
fills—it might reasonably be expected that he 
would hesitate to acknowledge their binding force 
and validity. 

Mr. Speaker, I have long felt that the friends 
of the Republic have more to fear from political 
aspirants and demagogues, in our National and 
State Legislatures, than from any other source. 
If the people would select for their public ser- 


| vants men of tried patriotism, integrity, and firm- 
| ness, men whose actions correspond with their 
| professions, and who would accept office for the 


purpose of serving their constituents, and pro- 
moting the welfare of the country, instead of those 
who seek to obtain it by insincere professions, 


| and fair promises: I say if such men controlled 


the councils of the States and nation, agitation 
would cease; the country would be quiet and 
peonemetes result most sincerely to be desired 
by all true friends of the Union. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, permit me to say, 
in behalf of the patriotic citizens of Connecticut, 
that however deeply they may feel the violation 
of the good faith of the nation, which was effected 
by the repeal of the compromise of 1820, yet, not- 
withstanding some of the hasty acts of the late 
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Legislature may indicate a spirit of nullification, 
I can assure this House and the country that the 
masses of that gallant old Commonwealth still 
cherish the Union, and will remain true to the 
Constitution. 

The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
is the motion made by the gentleman from Ala- 
bama, {Mr. Hovustron,] to reconsider the vote by 
which the fortification bill was passed, and to lay 
that motion upon the table. 

PRIVATEER PENSIONS. ® 

Mr. HOUSTON. With the permission of the 
House, I will withdraw that motion. WhileI still 
have the floor, I desire to call upon my friend from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Fiorence,} if he is in his 
seat, to withdraw his motion to reconsider the vote 
by which an amendment to the pension bill was 
passed in the early part of the session. The bill 
came into the House from the Senate with an 
amendment, in which the House concurred, and 
my friend from Pennsylvania moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the amendment was agreed to> 
I desire now that he shall call up his motion, so 
that we may act upon it, and the pension bill be 
finally disposed of. 

Mr. FLORENCE. In accordance with the 
gentleman’s request, | now call up the motion to 
reconsider, and | will state, as briefly as 1 can, my 
reasons for desiring that the motion may be acted 
upon, if it is the pleasure of the House. At the 
time | made the motion to reconsider the vote 
upon the passage of the invalid pension bill, there 
was a clause in it appropriating $2,800 to pay as 
pensioners those who had served in private armed 
vessels in the war of 1812. In the deficiency bill 
there was an item of some thousands of dollars 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I rise toa question of order. 
Is this proposition debatable? 

Mr. FLORENCE. I have the floor upon a 
motion to reconsider, and I suppose I can debate 
it. I intended to state my object in making the 
motion to reconsider, and then leave the matter to 
the House to determine for itself. 

The SPEAKER. That proposition involves, 
ay the Clerk informs me, a question of order, 
raised by the gentleman from South Carolina 
{[Mr. Orr] at the time the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania made his motion. The Chair decided 
that the motion to reconsider was inorder. From 
that decision an appeal was taken, and that ques- 
tion is now pending. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I will state in one moment 
the object that | had in view. The deficiency bill, 
at that time, was under consideration, and had in it 
an item paying the deficiencies to privateer pen- 
sioners, 





HOMESTEAD BILL. 


A message was here received from the Senate, 
by the hands of Aspury Dickiws, Esq., its Sec- 
retary, notifying the House that the Senate had 
passed the homestead bill, with amendments. } 

Mr. FLORENCE, (resuming.) That item 
in the deficiency bill for paying these privateer 
pensioners for the fiscal year ending July 1, 1854, 
passed the Senate. The object of my moving to 
reconsider was to insert into the deficiency bill, 
which had received the sanction of the Senate, 
this item of $1,800 to pay for as many privateer 
pensioners as there are on the list for this fiscal 
year, beginning the Ist of July, 1854. The op- 
position that was made to it in the Senate 

Mr. COBB, (interrupting.) Will the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania yield me the floor for an 
instant ¢ 

Mr. FLORENCE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. COBB. While the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania is breathing, | may accomplish the object 
for which I rose. I see thata bill has just come 
in from the Senate proposing to effect many ob- 
jects—I mean the homestead bill. If the House 
be willing, | wish an order to be made directing 
the bill and amendments to be printed for the ben- 
efit of the House, :so that when the matter comes 
up to be acted on in this body it may be thor- 
oughly understood. I hope that order will be 
made. 

It was so ordered. 

. Mr. FLORENCE, (resuming.) In order, Mr. 
Speaker, that the House may be able to yote in- 
telligibly on this motion to reconsider, I will just 
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read from the Congressional Globe some remarks 
roade in the Senate by the honorable Senator 
from Maryland, |Mr. Pearce,] on whose motion 
this paragraph or \tem making proviston for pen- 
sions due privateer pensioners, in the deficiency 
pill, was stricken out. On reconsideration, and 
on examination of the facts in the case, he con- 
cluded that it was unjust to withdraw the pensions 
from these privateer pensioners, and that the 
clause providing for their payment should be re- 
instal 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I desire to be informed 
by the Chair whether this matteris debatable? | 
have no objection to listening to a brief explana- 
tion, but am not desirous of hearing a long speech. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 1 think | havea right to 
debate the metion that I have made. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Bat I do not think the 
gentleman has a right to read the report of a speech 
from the Congressional Globe. 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania is debatable. It is a mo- 
tion to reconvider the vote by which amendments 
were adopted, 

Mr. FLORENCE. I never disturb gentlemen 
who have the floor. 1 will not occupy the atten- 
tion of the House more than a few minutes. Mr. 
PEARCE says: 

“(tn vegard to that amendment which reduced the sum 
appropriated to privateer pensions, | wish to make a brief 
statement to the Senate, and state the reasons why I shall 
take a different course from that which | pursued the day 
before yesterday. All the statements which I made to the 
Senate then were, asf find, perfectly correct. I find that 
the fund was exiausted by the application first of the in 
terest, and then of the principal, ltwas safely invested, and 
nota dollar of it was lost by badinvestments. On the con- 
trery, the fund was absolutely increased by the amount 
of $9,000, when the stocks, in which it was invested, were 
sold ont. 

** But, sir, the fuad was diminished by the action of Con- 
gress in a particular which [ am inclined to think leaves 
an equitable claim On the part of these pensioners against 
the Government. The original acts pledged this fund to 
the payment of invalid privateer pensions, and pensions to 
the widows of those who were slain in the engagements of 
the privateers, Such were the pensions provided for by the 
accor 1814. By the act of 1816, I find that Congress ad.Jed 
a new class of pensions, to wil, the widows of those who 
died by casualves during the period of their services. This 
was not contemplated by the original acts. 

* On looking at the papers which have been sent to me 
since the debate, | perceive thatthe proper pensions have 
amounted in all to not more than 85,900 in any year; when 
by the act of 1818, which extended them to the widows of 
those who died of casualties, the Government paid in oue 
year #19,000. This difference continued for a considerable 
length of time. 

The privateer pensions paid to invalids decreased rap- 
idiy ; 80 that, in 1828, they amousted to only $2,850. They 
had never been more than about $5,900. Theapensions to 
widows amounted to over $8,000 in 1817, and ran up, in 
1820, 10 19,471; so that it appears that it was the new 
clase of pensions, introduced contrary to the pledge of the 
original act, which diminished and finally exhausted the 
fund. 

** Under these circumstances, I give up the objection 
which | bad to the original appropriation as itcame from 
the House. [ believe it is equitable in the Government to 
make good to the invalids the pensions which they would 
bave continued te receive but for our own legislation. I 
hope, therefore, the Senate will not concur in the amend 
ment made as in Committee of the Whole. 

**The amendment was not concurred in.” 


That amendment was to strikeout of the House 
bill the paragraph or item which provided for the 
payment of the privateer pensions for the fiscal 
year. The Senator from Maryland made the 
motion to reconsider in order to reinstate the item 
making such provision in the deficiency bill. If 
I understand correctly, it was upon the motion of 
the gentleman from Maryland that the appropri- 
ation to pay pensions for the privateer pensioners 
was stricken out of the invalid pension appropri- 
ation bill for the coming fiscal year; and, as he 
now admits the claims to be equitable, the appro- 
priation onght to be made. 

Mr. HOUSTON, I move to lay the motion to 
reconsider upon the table. The remarks which 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania has read appl 
to another bill, and not to an item in the bill which 
he moves to reconsider. [Laughter.] 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
affirmative. 

ve the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 








FORTIFICATION BILL. 

Mr. CORWIN. I rise to a privileged ques- 
tion. Yesterday, after the fortification bill was 
passed, the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Hovs- 
ron} made a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; but this morning he 
has withdrawn the motion. I desire to renew the 
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motion to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
was passed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move the pre- 
vious question upon that motion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Did the gentleman from 
Ohio vote in the affirmative? 

Mr. CORWIN. 1 did. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then I moveto lay the mo- 
tion to reconsider upon the table. 


JACOB MOYER. 


Mr. ELLISON, by unanimous consent, se- 


ported a bill ** for the relief of the heirs of Jacob 
Moyer;”’ which was read a first and second time 
by its utle, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed. 


CLERK TO COMMITTEE. 


Mr. DAWSON was here recognized by the 
Chair. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. If the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania will give way to me for 
a moment, | desire to say that | am instructed by 
the select committee which was appointed yester- 
day, to ask the House to allow them a cle:k for 
three or four days only, at the usual rate of com- 
pensation, 

Mr. ENGLISH. I object. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. ThenI move to suspend 
the rules, to enable me to introduce a resolution to 
that effect. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to suspend the 
rules is not in order to-day. 

Mr. ELIOT, of Massachusetts. 
question of order. I desire that the 137th rule 
may be read. 

The SPEAKER. 
read the rule. 

Mr. ELIOT read the rule, as follows: 

“ Except during the last ten days of the session, the 
Speaker shall not entertain a motion to suspend the rules 
of the House at any time, except on Monday of every 
week,’ &c. 

The SPEAKER. The practice of some of my 
predecessors, and my own practice, has been to 
count Sunday as one of the days of the session. 

Mr. ELIOT. 1 desire to ask if this is not one 
of the ten days ? 

The SPEAKER. 
not. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. There is an- 


The gentleman will please 


The Chair decides that it is 


other question involved in this point of order, 


which it may perhaps be as well to settle now. 
| understand the join®resolution fixing the fourth 
day of August as the day upon which the two 
Houses shall adjourn has not been finally acted 
upon by the Senate. 
The SPEAKER. 
question of order cannot, at this moment, come up 
legitimately, for the reason that the gentleman 
from Illinois has not the floor to make the motion 
to suspend the rules atall. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Dawson] was recognized b 
the Chair, and was upon the floor, and only yielded 
to hear what proposition the gentleman from IIli- 
nois would make. Heasked that the select com- 


mittee appointed yesterday might be allowed a | 
And if it was com- | 


clerk. It was objected to. 
petent to move to suspend the rules at all, the 
gentleman had not the floorto do so. Thegentle- 
man from Pennsylvania had the floor, and the floor 
cannot be taken from him except by a privileged 
question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is there nota priv- 
ileged question pending—the motion to reconsider 
the fortification bill ? 

The SPEAKER. That is true; but the Chair 
has not yet heard what proposition the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania desires to submit, 
simply recognized the gentleman. 


Mr. DAWSON. My object in rising is simply | 
to give notice that to-morrow I shall ask the House 
to take up the homestead bill, as amended by the | 


_ Senate; and if the House will do so, | will press it 
to final action. 


i! FORTIFICATION BILL AGAIN. 


_ The SPEAKER. The question is upon the 
| motion to reconsider the vote by which the forti- 


|| fication bill was passed yesterday. 


| 
i 


The gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Jones] 
demanded the previous question upon the motion 
of the gentleman from Onio, and at the same time 


the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. Houston] 
| moved to lay the moticn to reconsider upon the 


I rise to a 


The Chair decides that this | 


The Chair | 


eet 
table. Neither gentleman, how — 
to make any motion. , ever, had the floor 


Mr. JONES. 1 was recognj 
and made the motion. ognized by the Chair, 


The SPEAKER. The gentle 
have the floor, for the nae that the pre 
from Ohio [Mr. Corwiy] was upon a an man 
Mr. JONES. The gentleman from Ohio 
his motion, and took his seat. 19 Made 
The SPEAKER. Both moti : 
| now, and must be put in their oo “The order 
|| tion will therefore be first upon laying the ew 
to reconsider upon the table, a 
Mr. JONES. Upon that motion I demand the 


yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was then taken upon M 
TON’s motion; and it was Seckdad’ in the Trove. 
ative—yeas 77, nays 70; as follows: v7 


VYEAS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Alle ia 
Appleton, Barked tle, Barry, Bliss, Boyes,’ Bais Alten, 
Bridges, Caskie, Chandler, Cha-tain, Clingman pean 
Crocker, Dick, Dickinson, Dowdell, Duwhar Bu raige, 
Edinundson, Thomas D. Eliot, Farley, Faulkner Ph 
Franklin, Fuller, Goodrich, Harrison, Hibbard. wane 
Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Roland Jones, Kerr, Kittred : aoe, 
La‘ham, McDougall, MeNair, Maxwell, Mitleon Poche 
Fhilips, Powell, Pratt, Puryear, Riddle, David Ritchie’ 
Robbins, Rowe, Ruffin, Russell, Sabin, Seward. shin’ 
Shower, Skelton, William Smith, George W. Sinyih Sol? 
lers, Frederick P. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Jean t 
Taylor, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor Thur ai. 

| Uphain, Vail, Vansant, Walley, Israel Washburn Ta oe 
Wentworth, Wheeler, and Witte—77. 7a 
NAYS—Messrs. Ball, Bennett, Bugg, Ca 
ter, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clark, Cobb, Cook, eat 
Cox, Cullom, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Dawson Di’ 
ney, Eastman, Edgerton, Ellison, English, Everhart Slee 
Flagler, Giddings, Greenwood, Grow, Aaron Harlan Hend 
ricks, Henn, Hill, Johnson, Ganiel T. Jones, ‘Gorge 
\| W. Jones, Knox, Lamb, Lilly, Lindley, Lindsley, McCul- 
loch, Macy, Matteson, Maurice, Morgan, Morrison Mur 
ray, Nichols, Norton, Audrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver. 
Parker, Peck, Peckham, Phelps, Pringle, Reese Sap : 
Shannon, Simmons, Richard H. Stanton, Stratton. Andre 
| Stuart, David Stuart, Trout, Tweed, Wade, Bilihy B 
Washburne, Wells, Daniel B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—79, 


So the motion to reconsider was la‘d upon the 
table. 


i 
| 


| 


SYLVESTER PETTIBONE. 

Mr. WELLS. lask the unanimous consent 
of the House to discharge the Committee of the 
W hole House from the further consideration of 
the bill of the Senate (No. 274) “ for therelief off 
Sylvester Pettibone.”’ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object, unless 
the bill be read. 

The bill was read in ertenso for information. 

Mr. WELLS. Now, if the House will indulge 
| me fora moment, I will state the circumstances 

connected with the case. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I connot consent that this 
motion be made, unless we agree to dispose of all 
the private bills upon the Calendar. 

Mr. WELLS. I hope the gentleman will with- 
draw his objection. 

Mr. McMULLIN. There are several private 
| bills upon the Calendar, and I am willing to go 
| into committee and dispose of all of them; but I 
| object to special privileges being allowed to one 
gentleman unless the same privileges are allowed 
to others. 
| Mr. WELLS. 

being taken up. 

Mr. MceMULLIN. 


objection. 


PATENT TO CHARLES M’LARAN, 
Mr. BARKSDALE. I ask the consent of the 


House to introduce a bill for the purpose of ref- 
| erence. Itis a bill requiring the Commissioner 
| of the General I.and Office to issue a patent to 
|, Charles McLaran for a tract of land, upon certain 
conditions. 

There was no objection; and the bill was re 
| ceived, read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Private Land 
| Claims. 
| ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATIONS IN CHILI. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I rise to a priv- 
ileged question, Some time since a communication 
| was presented to this House from the Secretary of 
| the Navy, transmitting a report and certain astro 
-nomical and other observations of the late naval 
_and astronomical expedition to Chili. A resolu 
| tion was passed by the House instructing the Com- 
| mittee on Printing to inquire into the expediency 
|, of printing ten thousand copies of the report and 
|| observations. The eommittee have hed the sub 


I do not object to all the bills 


I do not withdraw my 
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_ as 


— consideration, and have instructed me 


cect under llowing resolution: 


+ report the fo b i 
wl 2 That there be printed and bound by the public 
Resolve der of the House six thousand copies of the 
gainer anid Die nousand copies of the observations of the 
Fort and we valand Astronomical! Expedition to Chili, 
rained Seares S tr of the report and observations for the 
ir awacand cov of the Navy, two hundred and firty 
se etendent of the expediuon, and the remainder 
he supe - by the members of the present House ; the 
fag gustri butt ee. orinted in quarto or octavo form, as the 
dj we anit ~~ the Committee on Printing may direct. 
work WH . 


\l JONES, of Tennessee. 1 move to lay the 
sition upon the table. 
The motion was not agreed to. 


The reso 


of the 


lation was then adopted. 
sTANTON, of Kentucky, moved to re- 


pie the vote by which the resolution was 
oe ied, and also moved to lay the motion to re- 
scope") 


vopsider upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


posTAL SERVICE IN CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. PHELPS obtained the floor, but yielded to 

Mr, McDOUGALL. There is on the Speak- 

‘e table, a bill of the House (No. 344) making 
2 vision {08 the postal service in the State of Cal- 
aid and in the Territories of Oregon and 
Washington, Which has come from the Senate 
with several emneeneens I now ask the unan- 

— consent of the House to take it up, that the 
P endments of the Senate may be concurred in. 
M,. WHEELER. 1 object, and call for the 
reguiar order of business. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I am compelled to leave 
the city this evening, in consequence of illness in 
my family. This matter is In my charge; and as 
| may not again bein my seat during this session, 
| would be glad if the gentleman from New York 
would withdraw his objection, and let the amend- 
ments of the Senate be concurred in, 

Mr. WHEELER. I withdraw my objection, 
and ask that the bill be read for information. 

The bill was read in extenso. 

The amendments of the Senate were then read 
and concurred in, as follows: 


In the first section strike out “ fifty cents,”’ and in lieu 
thereof insert ** twenty-five cents. ”? 

Add atthe end of the first section the following: 

Provided, That no letter or letters, or other mailable mat- 
jer, shall be delivered by any postmaster to such carriers, 
uoless requested to do sOin writing by the person or persons 
to whom said letters or other mailable matter may be 
directed. 

So that, as amended, the section will read as follows: 

‘That the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby, au- 
thonzed to empower the special agents of the Post Office 
Department in the State of California, and in the Territories 
of Oregon and Washington, to appoint letter-carriers for 
the delivery of letters from any post office in the said State 
or Territories, and to allow any letter-carrier so appointed 
todewand and receive a sum for all letters, newspapers, or 
other mailable matter, not more than may be recommended 
by the postmaster for whose office such letter-carrier may 
beappoimted: Provided, That not more th:n twenty-five 
cents shall be charged for any letter, newspaper, or ounce 
of other mailable matter. All such appointinents may be 
determined, and rates of compensation modified within the 
limits aforesaid, whenever the same is found expedient in 
the opinion of the appointing agent: 4nd it is further pro- 
vided, That all such appointments and contracts shall be 
subject to the approval of the Postmaster General; and 
upon notice to any carrier of his rejection by the Postmas- 
ter General, his appointment and contract shall be deterin- 
ined; and that all letter-carriers appointed in pursuance 
of this aet shall be subject to the provisions of the forty- 
first seetion of the act entitled ‘* An act to change the or- 
ganization of the Post Office Department, and to provide 
more effectually for the settlement of the accounts thereof,” 
approved July 2, 1836, exceptas herein otherwise provided : 
Provided, That no letter or letters, or other mailable matter, 
shall be delivered by any postmaster to such carriers, ualess 
requested in writing to do 80 by the person or persons to 


an said letters or other mailable matter may be di- 
rected, 


Mr. LETCHER, Will the gentleman from 
Missouri yield the floor to me for a moment, to 
enable me to introduce a bill, of which | gave no- 
lice yesterday ? 

Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman must excuse 

me Thave yielded to the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia, and there are many others who desire that 


all 


shall yield to them, but I must insist on my | 


moton. 


RECEPTION AND REFERENCE OF BILLS AND 


REPORTS. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair hopes that he 
Wil be indulged, in this immediate connection, in 
making a single remark, The Chair understands 
wat there are a great many gentlemen seeking the 
ovr, and often, to their great disappointment, 
Not obtaining it, for the purpose of simply intro- 


| 














| 

| ducing bills, of which previous notice has been 

‘given, for the purpose of reference. The Chair 
begs to be indulged in suggesting that all such 

| biils be now received and reierred. 

Mr. PHELPS. I have no objection to that 

| course. 

Mr. LETCHER. I shall not attempt to prac- 
| tice any deception upon gentlemen. My object in 
| Introducing the bill to repeal the Minnesota railroad 
| grant is to put it upon its passage. 
| TheSPEAKER. Then the proposition of the 


|| Chair does not cover the gentleman’s case. 
| Mr. STANTON, of ‘Tennessee. 


I ask the 

| unanimous consent of the House to report back 

| from the Committee on the Judiciary, Senate bill 

| Supplementary to an act entitled ** An act to au- 

| thorize notaries public to take and certify oaths, 
affirmations, and acknowledgments in certain 
cases,”’ 

It is a short bill, and it will not take five min- 
utes to dispose of it. 

The SPEAKER. By the order of the House 
just made, only such bills are to be received as are 
introduced for the purposes of reference. 

Mr. JONES, ot ‘Tennessee. | will interpose 
no objection to the reporting of such bills as gen- 

| Uemea wish to report for the purpose of reference. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has so decided. 

Mr. JONES. With the understanding that 
none of them are to be put upon their passage, or 
brought back here by reconsideration. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, in pursuance of pre- 
vious notice, introduced a bill ** for the relief of 
John Carpenter and others;’’ which was read a 


| first and second time by its title, and referred to 


the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
| Mr. ROWE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
‘tionary Pensions, reported back Senate bill (No. 
357) ** for the relief of Urban Stoll;”? which was 
refermggd to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WENT WORTH, of Massachusetts, from 
the Committee on Commerce, reported back Sen- 
ate bill No. 425, ** An act to constitute Tuscum- 
bia, in the State of Alabama, a port of delivery,” 
with amendments. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 
of order. 

The SPEAKER. The bill reported by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts cannot be consid- 
ered in the House at this time. The order of the 
House is that only such bills as shall not give rise 
to debate may be received and referred. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. 1 do not ask for its 
consideration at this time; but 1 desire merely to 
call the attention of the Chair to the fact that the 
bill is reported with amendments. 

The SPEAKER. What disposition does the 
gentleman desire to make of the bill? 

| Mr. WENTWORTH. To refer it. 

Mr. DAVIS. My point of order is, that the 
order just established by the House only pro- 
vides for the introduction of bills of which pre- 
vious notice has been given, and not for the recep- 
tion of reports from committees, 

The SPEAKER. Such was the order of the 

| House. The introduction of bills of which pre- 
vious notice had been given, was only embraced 
| in the proposition. 

Mr. EN LWORTH. 
draw the bill. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts. I 
ask leave to introduce the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
to inquire what legislation is necessary to regulate or pro- 

| hibit the introduction into any port or place tnto the United 
States, by any foreign Government or individual, of any 


foreigner being in-ane, blind, or otherwise disabled ; and to 
report by bill or otherwise. 


The resolution was agreed to. 


I rise to a question 


° 
Well, then, I with- 


i} 


Mr. FENTON, in pursuance of previous no- 
|| tice, introduced ‘*a bill to authorize the partition 
of the Alleghany and Cattaraugus Indian reserva- 
tions, in the State of New York;’’ which was read 
| a first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


| The provisions of the bill are as follows: 
| 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
|| of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
|| That the Secretary of the Lnterior of the United States be 


| authorized and directed to enter into a regulation with the 
| owners and proprietors of the right of pre@mption of the 


} 


of Indians, with a view to a partition of the said two res- 


Alleghany and Cattaraugus reservations, in the State of | 
New York, now occupied by a portion of the Seneca tribe | 





ervations between the said Indians and the said owners and 
proprietors, so that certain portions of the said two reser- 
vations which tn the aggregate shall be equal in value to the 
interest now secured by treaty stipulations to the snid In- 
dians and theimdescendants, may be set off and confirmed 
to the said Indians, and so that all the interests and mglts 


of the said Gwners and proprieturs therein may be furever 
extinguished. 


Sec. 2 dnd be it further enacted, That no such negoti- 
ation shall he eutered iuto by the said Secretary of the In- 
terior until the said Indians, through their chiefs, or other- 
wise, according to the usages and customs of the said tribe, 
shall consent to such partition. Nor shall any arrangement 
that may be settied and agreed upon by the said Secretary 
of the Interior, and the said OwWuers and proprietors, be 
obligatory until the said Ludians shall, in like manner, have 
siguified their approval thereef. 

Sec. 3. ind be it further enacted, That in case such 
partition shall be made according to the provisions of this 
act, then the title of the portions of the said tracts so set off 
and confirmed to the said Indians shall become vested in 
the said Indians as tenants in common ; and partition there- 
of shall be made among them on such principles as pertain 
to the several rights and interests of individuals, and on 


such terns and in such manner as may hereafter be pre- 
scribed by law. 


Mr. WRIGHT, of Mississippi, in pursuance 
of previous notice, introduced a bill granting land 
in alternate sections to the States of Mississippi 
and Tennessee, respectively, to aid in the con- 
struction of a railroad from Grenada, Mississippi, 
to Memphis, Tennessee;”” which was read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested, as far asin his judgment is compatible with the 
public interest, to communicate to this House, whether 
the progress of negotiation with Spain has removed the ne- 
cessity for provisional action by Congress, as indicated in 
his message of March 15, 1654; or whether he still thinks 
itadvisable that measures should be taken to augment the 


Executive power, to protect and secure the national henor, 
rights, and interests. 


Mr. FARLEY. 1 object. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Then I move to suspend 
the rules, to enable me to introduce this resolu- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. 
order to-day. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is it in order for me to 
report a bill now for the purpose of having it 
referred to a committee? 

The SPEAKER. It can be done by unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Itisa bill which ought to 
go to the Committee on Commerce. 

No objection being made, the Committee of 
Ways and Means were accordingly discharged 
from the further consideration of a bill **for the 
relief of H. Southmayd & Son;” and the same 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts. I 
am directed by the Committee on Commerce to 
call the attention of the House to the fact thata 
bill for the reliefof Thomas Butler has passed the 
Senate, and been referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. The papers have been passed upon 
by the committee, but the bill has been mislaid, 
and the committee are unable to find it. The com- 
mittee ask that the Senate be requested to furnish 
to the House a copy of the bill. 

It was so ordered, 

Mr. FULLER, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the petition of Ste- 
phen Patterson and others, made_a report thereon, 
accompanied by a bill to refund to the officers of 
the customs and others of the district of Passam- 
aquoddy certain moneys; which bill was read a 
first and second time by its title, committed to a 
Committee of the W hole House, and the bill and 
report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FULLER, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill of the House (No. 
216) ** to repeal an act entitled ‘An actconcerning 
tonnage duty on Spanish vessels,’ ”’ reported the 
same, with a recommendation that it do not pass. 

Ordered, That the Senate bill be laid on the table. 


On motion by Mr. FULLER, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be dis- 
charged from the further consideratior of the petition of 
John Connel, on behalf of sundry claimants for a return of 
duties under the tariff of 1828 ; of the papers in relation to 
the wreck of the ship Aberdeen, in San Francisco Bay ; 
of Huntingdon & Brooks, for return of duties ; of Knox & 
Shain, for return of duties; of A. Delinas, of Misst-sippi ; 
of Edward i. Swift, of New York, for return of duties; 
of citizens of Norh and South Carolina, and other States, 
for a repeal of the prohibition of the carriage of turpentine, 
&e., by steamboats; of Anne Dudley; aud of citizens of 


Such a motion is not in 
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New York and Iinois, in favor of the repeal of the duty 
on @ugar and molasses. 


On motion by Mr. FULLER, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be dis- 
charged trom the further consideration of the memorial of 
Bdward Robinson and others, of Thomaston, Maine, rel 
stive to a demand of redress from Peru; and that the same 
be referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs; that 
the Committee on Commerce be discharged from the fur 
ther consideration of a petition of tobacconists, residents 
of Louisville, Kentacky, and that the same be referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means; and that the same 
committee be discharged from the further consideration of 
the memorial of the Common Council, and of the citizens 
of Evansville, Indiana, in relation to the location of a 
western armory at that place, and that the same be referred 
io the Committee on Military Affaira. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, reported back, with a rec- 
ommendation that it do pass, Senate bill to amend 
several acts respecting copyrights; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. STANTON. Inowask the consent of the 
House to allow me to puta little bill upon its pas- 
sage. itisa matter that requires immediate action, 
and to which there will be no objection, It is 
Senate bill (No. 320) supplementary to an act en- 
titled ** An act to authorize notaries public to take 
and certify oaths, affirmations, and acknowledg- 
ments in certain cases.’’ ‘The Committee on the 
Judiciary have instructed me to report it without 
amendment. 

There was no objection; and the bill was re- 
ported and read in extenso. It authorizes notaries 
public to take depositions, and do such other acts 
in relation to evidence to be used in the courts of 
the United States, in the same manner, and with the 
same effect, as commissioners to take acknowledg- 
ments of bail and affidavits may now take or do. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and 
was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. FAULKNER, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported back, with a recommend- 
ation that it do pass, Senate bill (No. 268) ** for 
the relief of Charles Merchant;’’ which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. DISNEY. I desire to call the attention of 
the House to a bill very important in its character, 
to remedy defects in certain land titles. The 
Supreme Court has decided that the titles to a cer- 
tain class of lands granted by the General Govern- 
ment to the States are defective in their character, 
and will convey no valid right to the lands at all. 
These lands have gone out of the possession of 
the parties to whom they were granted into the 
hands of innocent purchasers, and it is a matter 
of the highest importance that the defect should 
be remedied. I make these remarks for the pur- 
pose of calling the attention of the House to the 
subject, and for the purpose of giving notice that 
on to-morrow I shall ask leave to take up the bill 
and put it upon its passage. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the House in- 
sist upon its disagreement, and concur in the 
request for a committee of conference. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. NORTON, from the Committee on the Post 


| 


Office and Post Roads, reported a bill ‘ for the | - 
j* Mr. EASTMAN, from the Committee on In- 


relief of John Frink;’’ which was read a first and 
second time by its title, referred to a Committee 
of the Whole House, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STUART, of Ohio, from the Committee 
on lnvalid Pensions, reported a bill, which was 
read a first and second time by its title as fol- 
lows, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed: 

A bill granting compensation and bounty land 
to certain American seamen who were prisoners 
of war during the war of 1812. 

Mr. S. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill ** for the relief of Jacob Baker, of Sandusky, 
Ohio;”’ which was read a first and second time by 
its title, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. 8. also, from the same committee, reported 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| (No. 191) “ for the relief of Thomas B. Parsons;”” | 


which, with the accompanying report, was laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill “‘ for the relief of Tunstall Quarles;” which 
was read a first and second time by its title, re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and, 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 


On motion by Mr. HENDRICKS, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of William Sterny 
be withdrawn from the files of the House, and re-referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


Mr. CORWIN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, reported a bill ‘‘ for the relief 
of the heirs of Rignauld, alias Nick Hillery;’’ 
which was read a firstand second time by its ttle, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. LINDLEY, by unanimous consent, intro 
duced ‘* a bill granting to the State of Missouri 
the right of way and a portion of the public do- 
main to aid in the construction of a railroad from 
Alexandria to Bloomington;’’ which was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. NICHOLS, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, reported adversely on the pe- 
tition of Jacob Kerr; which, with the accompany- 
ing report, was laid upon the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. N. also, from the same committee, reported 
back Senate bill (No. 288) entitled ** An act sup- 
plementary to an act confirming claims to land in 
the State of Missouri, and for other purposes,”’ 
with an ameridment, and a recommendation that 
it do pass; which was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, ang the 
bill, as amended, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. N. also, from the same commiftee, re- 
ported back Senate bill (No. 216) “for the relief 
of Joseph Smith,’’ with arecommendation that it 
do pass; which was referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. N. also, from the same committee, re- 
ported back Senate bill (No. 423) ‘ for the relief 
of Gaston T. Raoul,’’ with a recommendation 
that it do pass; which was referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. N.also reported back Senate bill (No. 443) 
‘* for the relief of A. G. Penn,’’ with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass; which was referred to 
a Committee of the Whole House, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. N. also reported back Senate bill (No. 334) 
‘* for the relief of Francois Cousin,’’ with a rec- 
ommendation that it do pass; which was referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. ASHE, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported back Senate bill (No. 109) ** for 
the relief of William P. Sanger,’’ with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass; which was referred to 
a Committee of the Whole House, and ordered 
to be printed. 


dian Affairs, reported back Senate bill (No. 161) 
‘* for the relief of Theodore E. Elliott,’’ with a 
recommendation that it do not pass; which was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUGHES, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported back House bill (No. 228) 
** for the relief of George McGirk,”’ with a rec- 
ommendation that it do pass; which was referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York, from the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia, reported back 
a bill ‘incorporating the Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company of the District of Columbia;’’ which 
was referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. PHELPS. I now move that the rules be 


suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


back Senate bill (No. 381) “for the relief of Wil- |; Union. 


liam Brown;’’ which was referred to a Commit- 


tee of the Whole House, and, with the accom- 
pan Eee ordered to be printed. 
Mr. 


The motion was agreed to. 


The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 


ENDRICKS, from the Committee on | Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Futter 


Invalid Pensions, reported adversely on Senate bil! |) in the chair.) 
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INDIAN APPROPRIATION tS 


A message was here received f, 

by Assury Dicks, their Secretary. in Me, 
the House that the Senate insist u n har ye 

ments to the bill of the House (No. 46) ir amend. 
appropriations for the current and contin Making 
penses of the Indian department, and for false 
treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes ling 
the year ending June 30, 1855,” disagreed » for 
the House, and that they disagree to the sina 
ments of the House to the , 
committee of conference. same, and ask for , 


THe NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL 

Mr. PHELPS. I believe, Mr. Chairma, 
the first bill on the Calendar is House bill Noa 
which I propose the committee shal! now re 
It is a bill making appropriations for the ‘ a 
service for the year ending 30th of June 1855 a 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 move to dispense wah 
first reading of the bill. 1 hope no Objectio - 
be made to that motion. oo 

‘The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. PHELPS. I now move that the commit. 
tee rise, with a view of enabling me to introduce 
a resolution for the purpose of limiting debate 
upon this bill. . 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the Chairman of the 
committee reported that the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union had had un 
consideration the Union generally, 
larly House bill No. 97, and had co 
clusion thereon. 

Mr. PHELPS submitted the usual resolution 
closing debate on bill No. 97 within thirty min. 
utes after the committee should have resumed the 
consideration thereof. 

Mr. BRIDGES. I propose to amend the res- 
olution by striking out thirty minutes, and insert. 
ing in lieu thereof five minutes. 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 demand the previous ques- 
tion on the adoption of the resolution. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

The question was taken on the adoption of Mr. 
Bripces’s amendment. 

The House was divided, and there were, ona’ 
count—ayes fifty; not half of a quorum. 

Mr. WHEELER. I call for tellers. 

The SPEAKER. The number of members 
voting in the affirmative is less than half of a quo- 
rum; and as thereis evidently more than a quorum 
present, there is no necessity for tellers. The vote 
on a count is sufficiently decisive. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Puetrs’s 
resolution; and it was adopted. 

Mr. PHELPS moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was agreed to, and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table; 
which latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The House accordingly again resolved itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Furrer in the chair,) and re 
sumed the consideration of the Navy appropri- 
tion bill. 

Mr. BOCOCK addressed the committee for half 
an hour in favor of a reform and reorganization of 
the Navy, and in explanation of various amend- 
ments which he designed to offer. His remarks 
will be found in the Appendix. s 

The hour having now arrived for closing the 
general debate on the bill, under the order of the 
House, . 

Mr. PHELPS, who, as the member reporting 
the bill, was entitled to the floor for one*hour, re 
plied at length to the remarks of Mr. Bocock, an 
explained the course of the Committee of Ways 
and Means with regard to the bill. His speech, 
which is withheld for revision, will be published 
in the Appendix. y 

The Clerk then proceeded to read the bill by 

|, paragraphs for amendment. Y 

Mr. PHELPS. | offer the following amend- 
ment: 

After the word “Navy,” in the eighth line, strike out 


|| © $2,992,648," and insert in lieu thereof ‘ $3,367,000; 
| asto make the clause read: 
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¢ commission, Warrant, and petty officers, 


For my including the engineer corps of the Navy, 
a4 seamers 2 
7 000 ; 7 
=. ot of this amendment is to provide for 
ao of the wages of seamen. It is pro- 
ne cre -ve authority to the Secretary of the 
al to ve au J 
eu m 


yerease the wages of the seamen em- 
Navy poard vessels of the United States. 


pee oot LERS. Does it leave the increase dis- 
ot with the Secretary of the Navy? 


ee DUET.PS. It does. 

. PH EE NER. { understand, Mr. Chair- 
Mr. J : the object of the amendment proposed 
Be entieman from Missouri, [Mr. Puerrs,] 
ate $300,000 extra, for the increase 
‘L. waves of the seamen employed in our 
: : "This makes it in order for me to com- 
my, compensation given to seamen and that 
yn to the enlisted soldiers in our Army. The 


g ine ger 


n 


gto appre pr 


Fi aien from Virginia [Mr. Bocock] tells us 
e ome now receive twelve dollars per month, 
ond tl is amendment will raise their compensation 
-, eighteen! dollars per month. A seaman has the 
Aitenal inducement to service, in the fact that, 
he dies in the line of his duty, his widow and 
enhans will be pensioned. A private of infantry 


now receives but seven dollars per month—with 
1 promised his widow and infant 
rildren, if he is killed in the service of his coun- 
~ Still [ do. not complain of this increased pay 
sonosed for our seamen. It is all right. I am 
anal that the amendment has been offered. 
And I cannot permit the occasion to pass by 
without expressing my regret that the same im- 
nylse did not stimulate the Committee of Ways 
and Means, when the Army appropriation bill 
was under consideration a few days ago, to come 
forward witha similar act of justice to the rank 
and file of the Army. : 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ifthe gentleman from Vir- 
sinia (Mr. Favtkner] will allow me, I want to 
state to the committee what my proposal was. I 
orgposed to the gentleman from Virginia, that if 
L. would Jet the amendment come in by general 
consent, we would allow the increase of pay to the 
non-commissioned officers and privates of the 
Army. That it was not adopted, is, therefore, 
certainly more the fault of the gentleman from 
Virginia than the fault of the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

Mr. FAULKNER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama (Mr. Houston] did say to me that if I 
would offer so much of my bill as increased the 
nay of the enlisted men, that he would make no 
opposition to such an amendment. But I said to 
him, that | was acting as the organ of a committee, 
and that | could not mutilate their proposition. 
He, or the gentleman from Missouri, could have 
done then what they have done now; but I could 
not do so without a betrayal of the trust confided 
to me 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
mate ? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Will the gentle- 
man from Virginia (Mr. Fau.kner| permit me to 
say a word? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Mr. Chairman, I hope 
these points of order will not be further sprung upon 
me. If there is any branch of the public service 
which has been cruelly neglected by Congress, it 
is that with which I have the honor to be now offi- 
cially connected, as chairman of the Committee 
on Military Affairs. Not a single opportunity 
has yet been allowed me to present, in any detail 
before this House and the country, the exigencies 
and necessities of that important branch of the 
public service. Until a comparative recent period, 
the principal dutiesof that committee devolved upon 
thegentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Brsseii,] whose 
nealth disabled him from asking their consideration 
oy Congress. Since the retirement of Colonel Bis- 
‘ELL from the duties of that committee, I have 
sought, in every form, to bring the wants and 
necessities of the Army to the consideration of this 


no pensk 


Is this discussion legiti- 


cody. But I have been arrested, in every effort, 
x points of order. Railroad bills, private bills, 
er 


ything seems to find a readier access to the ear 
of this House, than our suffering and dilapidated 
Army. I was absent whea the Army appropria- 
/0n bill Was most unexpectedly taken up, and thus 
rss deprived of the opportunity, at that time, 
D Presenting, in some detail, the present condition 
‘nd necessities of the Army. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the gentleman 


THE CON 


'| mistake not, the gentleman’s co 


| will permit me, I will say that when the gentle- | 


man from Oregon, (Mr. Laye,)} I think it was, 
proposed an amendment to the Army bill to in- 
crease the pay of the non-commissioned officers 
and privates, | rose in my seat and proposed that 
the question of order should be waived, that the 
House might decide upon that question, and, if I 

daaus from Fair- 
fax objected. : 

Mr. FAULKNER. It was not my colleague; 
it was I who requested the gentleman from Ore- 
gon to withdraw his amendment, and the reason 
was a very plain and palpable one, as I can ex- 
plain to the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would remind 
the gentleman that he should confine his remarks 
to the question under discussion. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I will endeavor to do so. 
It is important that the fact noticed by the gentle- 
man from Tennessee shall be explained to the 
House. In the scheme devised to encourage 
enlistment and reénlistment in the Army, and 
embraced in my bill, the inducements held out to 
recruits are both pecuniary and honorary. There 
are some important inducements to enter the 
Army beyond the monthly pay. Thus, for ex- 
ample, the preferments of the Army are opened to 
the common soldier. There are provisions for his 
widow and orphan children, if he dies in the ser- 
vice. The increase of pay, as a mere pecuniary 
compensation, would have been inadequate to ac- 
complish its object. I therefore objected to the 
simple transfer of the provision increasing the pay, 
as it would have mutilated the scheme, and have 
failed to accomplish any practical good. The re- 
sult would have been deceptive, and leftus where 
we now are, with our Army every day thinning 
to a mere skeleton. 

I have availed myself of this, as | must of every 
occasion, to press this subject upon the consider- 
ation of this House, untilitadjourns. I hope yet 
I may be allowed some full and fair opportunity 
to place before this body those facts which, when 
heard, I know will impress every member of this 
body with the necessity of action on the Army 
bills. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I rise for the purpose of of- 
fering an amendment to the amendment. I offer 
the amendment in good faith. I have made no 
fancy speeches, and .do not deal in fancy stocks. 

| move to strike out the following clauses: 

For pay of commission, warrant, and petty officers, 
and seamen, including the engineer corps of the Mavy, 
$2,992,648. 

For pay of superintendents, naval constructors, and all 


the civil establishments at the several navy-yards and sta 
tions. $115,350. 
and insert the following: 

For pay of commission, warrant, and petty officers 
and seamen, including the engineer corps of the Navy, 
$3,010,948, including the extra pay at the navy yard, Cali 
fornia, of the following officers : One captain, $7,000; one 
commander, $4,000; one lieutenant, $3,000 ; one master, 
$2,000 ; one purser, $4,000; one surgeon, $3,600; one 
boatswain, $2,000, one gunner, $2,000; one carpenter, 
$2,000; one cierk to purser, $2,000; one steward, $800. 

For pay of superintendent, naval constructors, and all 
civil establishments at the several navy-yards and sta 
tions, $153,350, including the pay of the civil branch of the 
officers at the navy- yard, California, as follows: One store- 
keeper $3,500; one civil engineer $4,000; one assistant 
engineer, to be also the inspector of Jumber and building 
materials $2,500; one draughtsman and clerk to engineer 
$2,000 ; one clerk of the yard $2,000; one clerk to the com 
mandant $2,000; one clerk to the storekeeper $2,000 ; one 
porter and messenger $900 ; one navy agent $5,000 ; one 
clerk to navy agent $3,000; one cle:k (second) to navy 
agent $2,500 ; one master joiner 32,500 ; one master mason 
$2. 500 ; one master blacksmith $2,500. 


That adds a small amount to the amount now 
appropriated. The amount in the bill is 
$2,992,000, and the gentleman from Missouri 
{Mr. Pers] moves to increase it about $300,000, 
apd | move to increase it $100,000, for the pur- 
pose of covering the extra expenses at the Califor- 
nia navy-yard. 

Mr. PHELPS. I rise to a question of order. [ || 
desire to know whether that amendment is in 
order? It proposes, if I understand it, to provide 
that certain officers shall receive a certain salary 
over and above what the law provides. Its effect 
is to repeal or modify the law so far as these offi- 
cers are concerned. I think it is clearly out of 
order. 

Mr. BOCOCK. The proposition is to pay cer- 
tain officers of the Navy more than they are now 
paid. Now, sir, no appropriation bill has éver 
passed this House in which amendments have not || 
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| we should take things as we find them. 
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been incorporated, regulating the amounts that are 
to be paid to certain officers. That is what is pro- 
posed by this amendment; and if the committee 
will allow me, I think I can show to their satis- 


| faction, that the amendment is, to some extent, 


necessary. 

Mr. BRIDGES. How much does it propose 
to increase their pay ? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. lL ask that the Chair shall 
decide the question of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
amendment is not in order, and so decides. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Then | must appeal from the 
decision of the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia proposes an amendment to increase the sal- 
aries of certain officers of the Navy in California 
over and above the amount provided by law. The 
Chair rules the amendment not to be in order. 
The gentleman from Virginia appeals from the 
decision of the Chair; and the question is, ‘* Shall 
the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of 
the com ee??? 

Mr. LOR, of Ohio. 
the appeal. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and the decision of 
the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. HENN. I wish to oppose the amendment 
moved by the gentleman from Missouri; and in 
doing so | would ask him, in the first place, how 
much this bill appropriates to the Navy? 

Mr. PHELPS. I[havealready stated it in the 
remarks which | made a few months ago. The 
bill as it came from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, appropriates $7,641,000. That commit- 
tee have directed amendments to be offered which 
appropriate two million and odd dollars in addi- 
tion. As originally introduced, the bill did not 
embrace the estimates for the improvement of the 
navy-yards. [t was a subject-matter of conference 
between the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, and we had not 
acted on it at the time the bill was reported. Hence 
the amendments we design offering. 

Mr. HENN. lLunderstand the gentleman to 
say, then, that the bill, with the amendment which 
will be proposed by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, will appropriate something like the sim of 
$9,000,000. 

Mr. PHELPS. Nine million three hundred 
and ninety-six thousand dollars. 

Mr. HENN. We have already appropriated 
this session $6,000,000 for the construction of six 
new steamships. That makes $15,000,000. Now, 
I would ask the gentleman, how much moreis to 
be appropriated this session for the Navy? 

Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman is mistaken as 
to the amount appropriated by the bill provid- 
ing for the construction of six new steamships. 
Three millions of dollars, and not $6,000,000 was 
the amount appropriated; and that mcney was 
directed by the act to be for the construction of 
these steam frigates, and noother purpose. That 
does not diminish the amount of expenditure re- 
quired to keep up your Navy. 

Mr. MACDONALD. I rise to a question of 
order. 

Mr. HENN. I am opposing the amendment 
of the gentleman from Missouri, and am in order. 

Mr. MACDONALD. That amendment was 
opposed by the gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. HENN. I have said all tWat I desired to 
say. My object was that the committee should 
know how much we have appropriated and are to 
appropriate to the Navy. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Puerrs’s 
amendment; and it was adopted. 


Mr. SMITH, of New York. 


I demant tellers on 


I move to amend 


the bill by adding after the following paragraph: 


* For .provisions for commission, warrant, and petty 
officers and seamen, including engineers and tnarines at 
tached to vessels for sea-service, $686,200,”” 

| these words: 

But no intoxicating liquors shall be provided fora bever- 
age. 

I hope, sir, that the committee will bear with 
me in my folly—my characteristic folly—of en- 


| deavoring to make things better than we find them. 


The most common objection to reforms is, that 
I admit, 
that we should. But, l add, that we should labor 
to leave them better than we find them. 

The armies and navies of the world are nurseries 
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of drunkenness: and drunkenness is the cause, | 


more than all other causes put together, of the in- 
subordinationa, troubles, crimes, which abound in 
armies and navies. To this appalling fact the 
Americen Army and Navy consutute no excep- 
tion. Now, the bill before us proposes no change 
in this respect. On the contrary, it would have 
this evil go on, after the old fashion. But the 
amendment, which | have offered, proposes a 
radical change in this respect; and a change no 
less blessed than radical. 

All are aware that, in every department and em- 
ployment, sober men are more to be relied on 
than drunken men, and are better and happier 
men. This is as true of sailors and soldiers, as 
of any other men. How carefully, then, should 
Government refrain from whatever might encour- 
age intemperate habits in their sailorsand soldiers ! 
How steadfastly should we refuse the folly and 
the sin of putting the cup of woe and ruin and 
death to their lips! 

Would we have our armed vessel carry, where- 
ever she may go, high evidence of the strength 
and wisdow of America? Then let ve a tem- 
perance vessel. Were the world to Know, that 
the American Army and Navy are divorced from 
rum, the world would be impressed with the 
atrength and wisdom of America, as it never 

et has been. Would we make our Army and 

Navy a far greater terror to our enemies than they 
otherwise can be? Then let us make them a cold 
water Army and Navy. 

But, sir, we do not wish our Navy to harm the 
world. We wish it to bless the world. We 
would rather have it exert a redeeming moral in- 
fluence than find occasion to wield its physical 
force. Then, sir, let our ships of war, whatever 
lands they may visit, be to those lands temperance 
lecturers. Such temperance lecturers would move 
the world, and bless the world. Would that our 
ships of war might undergo this transformation ! 
Little occasion would there then be for the ordi- 
nary offices of a navy. 

Adopt my amendment, sir, and let it become a 
law, and five years will not pass away, before 
liquor rations will cease from the Army, as well as 
from the Navy: and ten years will not pass away, 
before both the Army and Navy will be purged of 
drunkards, For ty that time, we shall, in that 
case, refuse to enlist drunkards either into the 
Army or Navy. And then, sir, thousands of 
fathers and mothers will bless God, and bless you, 
for the precious reform, which you shall this day 
have begun. They will remember you with grat- 
itude and love. For they will then hope, that 


if their sons shall enter the Army or Navy, they | 


will, nevertheless, escape drunkenness. And the 
hope that their children will not be drunkards, is 
a precious hope to every right-hearted parent—as 
precious to every good parental heart, as the ap- 


prehension, that they will be drunkards, is with- | 


ering to such a heart. 

And should it be so, sir, that our Army and 
Navy shall be freed from the curse of rum-drink- 
ing, our hope will then be quickened, that the 
whole country will be freed from this curse. Judges 
and law-makers will be ashamed to drink rum, 
when our sailorsand soldiers have ceased to drink 


it; and who else will not, then, be ashamed to | 


drink it? If only for the happy reflex influence 


upon ourselves of our attempts to introduce this | 


reform into the Army and Navy, these attempts 
would be well paid for. 
Here the hammer fell.] 
r. SMITH, of Virginia. I would ask the 
gentleman from New York, if he does not know 
that liquor is sometimes used as a medicine? 


Mr. SMITH, of New York. Certainly; and | 
my amendment very carefully guards against pro- | 


scribing it as medicine. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The amendment, 


as | anderstand, denies all provision for the use | 


of intoxicating liquors. 


[Gries of ** Notatall!”’ * Only asa beverage!” | 


** Read the amendment!’’] 
The amendment was again read for-informa- 
tion. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Well, now, Mr. 


Chairman, let os takt the amendment as it stands. | 
It proseribes the use of intoxicating liquors as | 
We know that beverages are provided | 


beverages. 
for the sick. We know that it is very often the 

® case, in instances of extreme peer that these 
liquors are preseribed and given as be 
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order to sustain sinking nature. In the shape of 
toddy; for instance. [Laughter.] 


Now, 1am very ready to concede, as all of us will | 


be, that the honorable gentleman from New York 
has a most expanded benevolence. He really has 
endeavored, and most steadily endeavored, to vio- 
late the laws of God, as I conceive, in making in- 
ferior beings the equals of superiors. We can all, 
therefore, concur in opinion, and I do most heart- 
ily, indeed, concur in it, as to the benevolent field 


in which the gentleman delights to roam. I have no | 


sort of doubt—none in the world, the honorable 
gentleman is animated by the purest motives and 
principles that can animate men. But, Lask him if 
he does not know that a little of these intoxicating 
liquors gives unwonted and powerful develop- 
ment to the physical energies of man? Does he 
not know that if he stops short of drunkenness, a 
man under the influence of generous drink, has 
double powers ? 

But, as on this subject, the gentleman has un- 
dertaken the work of reform. I ask him if from 
his experience, he is not perfectly aware, that 
there are in the world more gluttons than drunk- 
ards, and if he does not also know that gluttony 
is more destructive to animal life and morality 
than drunkenness itself ? 


However, I am perfectly willing myself to see 


the amendment adopted, although, in my opinion, 
the object is one of very questionable value and 
utility. Still, as the gentleman from New York, 
who is a peace man, proposes to make the Army 
and Navy of the United States terrors to the 
world, in that view of the subject the question is 


conclusive. And although I am opposed to inter- 


fering with the question, still | am willing to se- 


cure the end proposed by creating terrors to evil- 


doers in the shape of a temperance Army and 
temperance Navy. 


I have made these remarks, Mr. Chairman, 
withoutany purpose of seriously engaging in the 
I would be very glad, however, to 
have a vote taken on the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from New York, so as that we may see to 
what extent the House is determined to carry 


discussion. 


these temperance doctrines. 
{Cries of ** Question !”’ ** Question !’’] 
Mr. FLORENCE. I ask the gentleman from 


New York to modify his amendment in the man- 


ner which I am about to propose. 
{Loud cries of ‘* Question !”’ ** Question !’’] 
The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 
Mr. FLORENCE. 


gentleman from New York. 


and ** Move an amendment !’’] 
Mr. FLORENCE. 

moving an amendment. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 


lowing: 


And no officer shall be allowed to use intoxicating liquors 


except for medicine. 


The amendment proposed by the gentleman 
from New York is simply to abolish the grog 
rations; but it does not prohibit the officers from 
carrying wine and liquors among their stores. If 
the first amendment is to be adopted—and | sup- 
pose it is not, judging from the feeling of the 
committee—it is unfair; because itis justas right 
and fair that **Jack’’ should have his grog, as 
that the officer in his cabin should have his wine. | 
If the one is to be prohibited, it is but justness 
and fairness that the prohibition should extend to 
the officers, and prohibit them from filling their 


cabins with wine and liquors. 


ment, and hope it will not be adopted. 


The question was taken upon the amendment t6 


the amendment; and it was agreed to. 


Mr. WHEELER called for tellers. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WuHee.er 


and Florence were appointed. 


The question was taken; and the tellers reported 


| —ayes 71, noes 50. 


Mr. SOLLERS. 


I do not intend to debate 
it. Pmerely ask to modify the proposition of the | 


{Renewed cries of ‘* Question !’’ ** Question !”’ 
I cannot get the chance of 


I move to 
amend the amendment by adding thereto the fol- 


Mr.CLINGMAN. I am opposed to the amend- || 


The question recurring upon the amendment, as 
amended, | 


So the amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 


I have an amendment which | 
|| T am aware isa little out of order to offer at the 
|| point of the bill to which it applies; but it escaped 
verages, in || my attention when the committee were consider- 





J 
"ing that clause of the b —— <2, 
| ing that clause of the bill. I desi 
| end of the following clause: esire to offer, at the 


For pay of superintendents, naval con, 
the civil establishments at the several 
| tions, $115,350, 
this proviso: 

Provided, That in settling the aceoun 
agent at Memphis, the sum of $2,964 30 moe Nate navy 
by him, and passed to his credit upon the bay Me 
Treasury Department, shall not be deductea fi © Of the 
as acting purser, provided for by an act hehinn his salary 
ations for the naval service for the year ending A i. 

ne D, 


structors 
wavy-Yards und et 


1853. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair wil! 

_the gentleman that the committee have 
clause of the bill to which he alludes 
is not in order to go back. : 

Mr. SOLLERS. | am aware tha 
I hope I shall have the unanimous 
committee to offer it. 

Mr. PHELPS. I rise to a questi 
That is evidently a private elaiss. oe 
smscineshie.ach aii. ane 

r. 

Mr. SOLLERS. Does the Chair rule 4, 
amendment out of order upon the ground that ‘ 
is a private claim, or because it was not offered . 
time? " 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chairr 
order upon the ground that it is fo 
authorized by law. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 1 do not up 
derstand that it is a private claim at all. [kis 
authorize the Auditor of the Treasury to setile 
the accounts of this navy agent under the law of 
1852, without deducting the money which he has 
already received under that law, 

Mr. PHELPS. I rise to a question of order 
The Chair has decided this amendment to be out 
of order, and it is not debatable. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Ken. 
tucky was making a statement of facts upon which 
the Chair will judge whether the amendment ig in 
order or not. 

Mr.STANTON. Thelast Navyappropriation 
bill contained a provision giving the Navy agent 
at Memphis the pay of a purser. But, in setiling 
his accounts, the Auditor decided that there must 
be deducted from his salary some commissions 
which he had received as navy agent. This 

| amendment is simply to authorize the Auditor of 
| the Treasury to settle his accounts without de 
| ducting these little commissions which he has al- 
ready received, and to which he was entitled un- 
der the law passed two years ago. That is the 
effect of the amendment. It does not propose to 
appropriate a single cent. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Then its effect is 
to repeal the law passed at the last Congress, 

Mr. STANTON. Notatall. 

Mr. JONES. Then let us have the law read, 

The CHAIRMAN. [If the amendment benot 
to change existing law, the petitioner has his 
remedy before the proper accounting officers of 
the Treasury. If it be to change existing law, 
this is not the proper place, and the Chair decides’ 
the amendment to be out of order. 

Mr. STANTON. According to my construc 
tion it is not a change of the law, but only to make 
the law effective. The law is as follows: 

‘And the navy agent at Memphis, for the time daring 
which he has performed or may perform the duties of purser, 
in addition to his own, shail be allowed and paid the anwual 
salary of a purser on duty at navy-yards of the second class, 
which shall not be in addition to bis commission, but ia 
lieu thereof.”’ 

Up to the time this law passed he was receiving 
commissions as navy agent. He had one per cent 
on all moneys disbursed by him. The intention 
of the law was that he should receive the pay of 
| purser, he doing duty in both offices at the same 
| time. When his commissions were paid him, they 
| were deducted out of what Congress allowed hia 
| by this law. 
| The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman take 
_an appeal from the decision of the Chair? 

_ Mr.STANTON. Certainly | do. 

; Mr. FLORENCE. I demand tellers on the 
1} 

| 

1! 

| 

j 


State ty 
Passed the 
and that jt 


t it is Not, but 
consent of the 


ules it out of 
ra claim not 


appeal. 3 
ellers were ordered; and Messrs. Srvart, 
Michigan, and Soters, were appointed. ‘ 
The question was taken; and the decision of the 
Chair was sustained, the tellers having repor' 
ayes 78, noes 41. 
Mr. PHELPS. [ am instructed by the ye 
| mittee of Ways and Means to move to strike ov 
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» eu thereo! . | . 
Mt in the following clause: 
two 


- veceels in ordinary, and for wear and tear 
or repairs of v 


is in commission, including fuel and purchase of 

oe, $2,164,950. 

: ay explained the object of the amendment 
prien *| 


. von] was addressing the committee before. This 
when vent is rendered necessary in consequence 
ener" “beieannel expenses of the Japan expedi- 
oe proposes to increase the item in the bill 
271) 000. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


ur. STANTON, of Tennessee. I offer the 


fllowing amendment: 
M d the Secretary of the Navy is hereby required to pur- 
- splies of hemp for the Navy by contract, for such 


st SU] 
ena as not exceeding five years, as he may deem expe- 
pods, i . > 


diet! 


jue advertisement: Provided, That in all cases pref 
ger q 


erence 
war water re n 

= wed for foreign hemp: And provided also, That the 
propo~ 


vt as now applied, shall be raised from four thousand 
a 4s to foar thousand four hundred pounds upon the 


rope of one and three fourth inches in circumference. 


itis hardly necessary for me to say anything 
more in reference to this amendment; but I will 
imply call the attention of the committee to the 
fact that it does not propose to purchase Ameri- 
can hemp at @ higher price than the foreign article 
can be bought for; but it proposes simply to give 
the preference to American hemp at the same 
price, and at the same time it proposes to raisethe 
test from four thousand pounds to four thousand 
four hundred pounds. In the remarks I made a 
little while ago, | ‘stated that when American 


sim 


remp-—— 

Mr. BOCOCK. Iam very sorry to interrupt 
the gentleman, but I desire to see the same rules 
of order applied to one gentleman that are applied 
toanother. Lraise the question of order, and ask 


, ving such contract to the lowest responsible bidder, | 
giving § 


shall be given to persons proposing to furnish Amer- | 
or rotted hemp at prices not exceeding those | 


if the amendment he proposes is not to change | 


an existing law in reference to the purchase of 
hemp. 


Mr. STANTON. Every appropriation that has | 


been made, in reference to the purchase of hemp, | 


has been made in an appropriation bill ofthis kind. 
This provision has express reference to an appro- 
priation for the purchase of hemp. It is certainly 
competent for the committee to direct the mode in 
which hemp shall be purchased. It is by no 
means out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman from 
Tennessee state whether or not, under the exist- 
ing law, the Secretary of the Navy is required to 
purchase American hemp? 

Mr. STANTON. There is a law already ex- 
isting, which authorizes him to purchase it in the 
open market. The only difference is, that I pro- 
pose that he shall enter into a contract, after 
due advertisement, with the lowest bidder offer- 
ing bids forall kinds offhemp, foreign and Ameri- 
tan; and giving preference to American hemp, at 
the same prices as foreign. That is perfectly le- 
gitimate in connection with this bill. It is not 
anything in the shape of a proposition to increase 
the pay of officers, which would not be in order. 
tise vegimdifferent proposition, It isone which 
connects MSelf directly with the appropriation for 
the purchase of hemp; directing the manner in 
which that appropriation shall be expended. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is inclined to 


overrule the point of order raised by the gentleman | 


from Virginia, [Mr. Bocock,] on the ground that 


the amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee | 


merely points out the mode in which the hemp is 
to be purchased. 


Mr. BOCOCK. Overrules it on the grounds 
aid down by the gentleman from Tennessee, 


sithough the amendment does change the existing | 


law in relation to the mode of purchasing hemp. 

(Cries of “Order! ’? « Order! “ 

Mr STA NTON. 
from \ irginia (Mr. Bococx] was hardly respect- 
ful to the Chair in stating that this amendment 
~ ruled in order because it came from me. I 
think it is Jast such a provision as has been over 
and over again adopted in Committee of the Whole 
on bills of this kind. It is such an one as was 
tdopted within a few days past in the Army ap- 
Propriation bill, changing the law in reference to 
the particular appropriation. 
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— ds “one nandred and sixty,’ and insert | other provisions which have been always adopted | 
ao fthe words “five hundred and thirty- || 


in bills of this kind. 

But the question is here, whether we shall give 
to the grower of American hemp a fair chance | 
with the grower of foreign hemp, or whether the 
trade shall be kept in the hands of several gentle- 
men in Boston, who may have influence over cer- 
tain gentlemen in the Navy Department. I do 
not allude to the Secretary of the Navy, and | do 
not know whether improper influences have been 
exerted at all, only | have heard it. The ques- 
tion is, | say, whether we shall give the trade to 
those gentlemen who have influence enough to 
procuye the purchase from them of hundreds of 
tons of foreign hemp at prices higher than have 
been ever given for American hemp; or whether, 
by fairly publishing for proposals, we shall give 
the American grower of hemp an equal chance 
with the foreign grower. That is the question 
submitted by this amendment; and | think no 
gentleman can find any valid objection to it. 

Mr. PHELPS. The amendment, if I under- 
stand it correctly, provides that the contract for 
water-rotted hemp shall be made for five years. 
(To Mr. Stanton.) Is that the terms of the 
amendment? 

Mr. STANTON. Theamendment restricts the 
contracts to five years, within the discretion of the 
Secretary of the Navy. 

Mr. PHELPS. Yes; for such period, not ex- 
ceeding five years, as the Secretary of the Navy 
may deem expedient. In other words, the con- 
tract isto be given for five years. That will be 
the construction given to it. 

And now | wish to call the attention of the com- 
mittee to one fact in connection with this five years’ 
contract. In consequence of the war that is now 
raging in Europe the price of hemp has been con- 
siderably increased. If, therefore, the Secretary 
of the Navy should advertise at this time for pro- 
posals for the supply of hemp for the term of five 
years, the contract would be taken at the present 
exorbitant price of hemp, notwithstanding that if 
peace should be restored within that time the price 
of hemp would be greatly reduced. I know that 
it has been for some years past the custom to have 
the Secretary of the Navy buy water-rotted hemp 
for the use of the Navy. L approve of that course. 
Yet with all the inducements that have been held 
out to the hemp-grower to supply water-rotted 
hemp for the use of the Navy, but a very small 
quanuty has been ever purchased of that grown 
in this country. There is but a very small supply. 
There are but a few growers and manufacturers of 
water-rotted hemp; and if you make a contract at 
this time for five years, and make the contract with 
an American producer, you wil] givea much higher 
price for the hemp than that which would be paid 
by the Secretary of the Navy if he should pur- 
chase year by year, as the exigencies of the ser- 
vice might require. It is for this reason that | am 
opposed to the amendment. 

But the object can be accomplished under the 
present law. Ifan American proposes to furnish 
hemp at as cheap a rate as foreign hemp can be 
procured, the Secretary of the Navy can make 
the contract with him under the existing law. 
Under that law he is required to award the con- 
tract to the lowest bidder. He is, of course, in 
making the contract, to take into consideration the 
strength of the hemp, and state where it is to be 
delivered. The advertisement is published in the 
papers throughout the country, and those who 
are disposed to compete in the furnishing of the 
Navy with water-rotted hemp haveail the advant- 
ages under the existing law, that they would 
have under the proposed amendment. The Amer- 
ican grower can come forward and make his bid, 


| knowing that the proposition of the lowest bidder 


will be accepted 


Mr. SKELTON. I move to strike out * five’’ 


| and insert ‘‘one,’’ so asto make the contracts ex- 


-I think that the gentleman | 


tend only for one year. I think that contracts from 


year to year are the best for the country under the | 


circumstances. It is sufficient to test this experi- 
ment of growing hemp; and the reasons stated by 
the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Puecps,) are 


| sufficient to satisfy us of the propriety of the 
/ amendment which t have offered. 


1 need refer only | 


‘0 the conditions adopted in relation to the super- | 


lotendencies of 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I am opposed | 


to this amendment offered by the gentleman from 
New Jersey, for the reason that the proviso, as it 
now stands, gives to the Secretary of the Navy a | 


1919 


period between that and five years. I am willing 
to trust the Secretary of the Navy, believing he 
will do what is best and right. 

I say now to the gentleman from Missouri, 
(Mr. Pugtrs,} who comes from a hemp-growing 
region, that the reason, and the sole reason, why 
you find the singular fact that not a single pound 
of American hemp was purchased during the last 
year from the West, is, that persons manufactar- 
ing the water-rotted hemp have no assurance that 
it will be taken by the Department. Butgive them 
the assurance of a fair contract, and they will 
manufacture it, and in sufficient quantities to sup- 
ply the wants of the Government. But a few 
years ago a quantity of water-rotted hemp was 
sent to Boston, and it was refused and rejected, in 
express violation of the contract under which it 
was delivered, when it was a better article than 
that which was afterwards purchased by the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. PHELPS. Does the gentleman allude to 
the David Myerle case? 

Mr. STANTON. Ido. 

Mr. PHELPS. I know he came into the State 
of Missouri to indace the hemp-growers to em- 
bark in that business; but he failed in it? 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. Will the gentleman 
from Tennessee state by whom the contracts to 
which he has referred are made? 


Mr.STANTON. By the Bureau of Construc- 


| tion and Repairs, | presume. 


Mr. FLORENCE. Wasitthe Myerle hemp? 

Mr. STANTON, Yes. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Thecontract was made by 
a board of navy commissioners. 

Mr. STANTON. I think it is fair, and sub- 
ject to no valid objection, to leave this matter, as 
to the length of time for which the contract shall 
be made, to the discretion of the Secretary of the 
Navy. Ifthe condition of things at the present 
time is such as to make hemp unusually high, of 
course the Secretary will contract for a shorter 
time. He will do what the interest of the Gov- 
ernment requires, so as fairly to carry out the 
objects of this bill. 

Mr. BRIDGES. Which is best in quality, 
Russian or American water-rotted hemp? 

Mr. STANTON. I will say to the gentleman, 
and the records of the Department will show, that 
specimens of American water-rotted hemp have 
been furnished, which, upon experiment, under- 


| went a higher test than any foreign hemp. 


[Here the hammer fell.] ~ 

The amendment to the amendment was disa- 
greed to. 
~ Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I propose, before 
the vote is taken upon the amendment offered by 
my colleague, to amend by striking out from that 
amendment so much as proposes to advertise the 
purchase of the lowest bidder. | believethe whole 

| system of low bidding for supplies to the Govern- 
ment is fraught with muchevil. If you have offi- 
cers who are trustworthy at all, it is much better 
to send them into the market and allow them to 
purchase such articles as are needed, than to an- 
dertake to purchase from the lowest bidder, judging 
from samples. Let them go into the market when 
supplies are wanted, and purchase such as are 
wanted at the market price. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 

The question then recurred upon the amend- 
ment, as amended; and being taken, the amend- 
ment was disagreed to. 

When-the following clauses of the bill were 
read: 

For the purchase of nautical instruments required for the 
use of the Navy, for repairs of the same, and also of astro- 

| nomical instruments, 310,500. 


For the purchase of nautical books, maps, and charts, 
and for backing and binding the same, 312,500, 


Mr. BOCOCK said: I have a very simple 
amendment to offer. It is, that these two items 
be united in one. It would then read: 

For the purchase of nautical instruments required for the 
use of the Navy, for repairs of the sane, and al-o of astro- 
nomical instruments ; for the purchase of nautical books, 
maps, and charts, and for backing and binding the same, 
| 323,000. 

I will briefly state the object of the amendment, 
| which has been offered at the request of Lieuren- 
| ant Maury, who has charge of the National Ob- 
| servatory, A certain amount is appropriated for 
the purchase of books for that institution, and a 


the armories, and to the various |! discretion to contract for one year, or for any || certain other amount for the purchase of nautical 
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instruments. Now, sir, at the commencement of i Mr. HAVEN. Certainly; and this man is in 


the year they cannot tell how many books they will | 
want, how many will have to be bound, and how | 


many backed. They do not knowhow many in- 


atruments they will want. 


than were estimated for; or it may turn out that 
more instruments and fewer books will be wanted; 
and without increasing the amount, I propose to 
lump both clauses into one. Then Lieutenant 
Maury can expend it for books or instruments, as 
he may deem proper. It does not increase the 
amount at all, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I[t does not in- 
crease the amount at all, but it gives a large dis- 
cretion to Lieutenant Maury. He can apply the 
whole $23,000 either for books, or instruments, 
and then come here and tell us that he has applied 
it for books, and has bought no instruments which 
are absolutely necessary, and ask for additional 
appropriations. Here are his own estimates, and 
it he finds that $12,000 is not enough for books, 
and binding, and backing them, let him make his 
estimate in the deficiency bill for what will be 
enough. If he finds that $10,500 is not enough 
for the purchase of instruments, let him send in 
his deficiency estimate for the deficiency bill. 

Mr. BOCOCK. If the appropriation for books 
be not enough for the purpose, will he not have to 
come and ask for the deficiency, when, perhaps, 
there is an unexperfffed balance for instruments in 
his hands? If my amendment be adopted, he will 
not have to come Leste he can take the unexpended 
balance for instruments and apply it for the pur- 
chase of books. 

Mr, JONES. We always do best when we 
make our appropriations specific. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was adopted. 

Mr. HAVEN. I offer the following amend- 
ment, not by direction of the committee; for I take 
it that the committee is against me: 

Insert: 


To enable the Secretary of the Navy to pay the salary 
of Professor James P. Espy, for the current fiscal year, end 
ing 90th June, 1855, $2,000; payment to be made in the 
game manner and under like control as former appropria- 
tions for meteorological observations. 


Mr. PHELPS. 
on the amendment. 

Mr. HAVEN. Let me state just why I think 

the amendment is in order. Similar appropria- 
tions are to be found in the Navy appropriation 
bills for the last three or four years. You will 
find it referred to in the report of the Secretary of 
the Navy, President’s message and accompanying 
documents, page 302. On page 393 the committee 
will find a letter from Professor Espy, from which 
1 will read a short extract. After detailing the 
duties which he has performed in reference to 
collecting and collating meteorological observations 
that have been made at the military posts in the 
country, he uses the following language in his 
letter to the Secretary of the Navy: 
” T have already finished collating the years 1849, 1850, 
and 1851, with the exception of the third quarter of 1849, 
and the third quarter of 1851. These quarters I shall finish 
by the end of the present year, andif you so direct, the re- 
' port for these three years can then be handed in to Con- 
gress. But I respectfully suggest that a report on this sub- 
ject would be greatly increased in value by even a small 
increase of time contained in it; and I should be pleased if 
you would allow the report to be withheld from Congress 
til! its second session, at which time the year 1852 would be 
embodied in it.’ 

This man has been regularly and continuously 
employed; and you will find, in the cases referred 
to, that the Secretary of the Navy has made the 
recommendations of which 1 have spoken. You 
will find, by referring to page 112, that this appro- 
priation of $2,000 a year was not only vata. for 
that year, but for the year previous. In the act 
of the last session, at page 221, you will find that 
the same appropriation was made, and in the pre- 


I rise to a question of order 


cise way in which it has been made in every par- | 


ticular case. | now offer this amendment, be- 


cause my friend from Georgia, [Mr. Srernens,] | 
who is my colleague upon the Committeeof Ways | 


and Means, told me that he had always attended 
to it, and he intrusted itto my hands now. I 
wish to perform that trust faithfully, as it is an ap- 
propriation which | think ought to be made. It is 
certainly one which has been adopted as an amend- 
ment to this bill for the last half dozen years. 
The CHAIRMAN. TheChair would inquire 
whether the office was established by law? 


It may turn out that | 
more books and fewer instruments will be wanted | 


tne 


the employment of the Government. He is now 
engaged in making a report. 


Mr. PHELPS. I differ with the gentleman as 


to the fact whether the office was established by | 


law. Ladmit that in two or three naval appro- 
priation bills an amendment was passed making 


provision for the prosecution of meteorological || 


surveys, but those appropriations were only made 
from year to year. There is no such officer pro- 
vided for by law. His term of office expired the 
Ist of July, and there is no law providing for the 


continuation or further prosecution of these mete- | 


orological surveys. It is for these reasons that I 
raise the question of order. 

Mr. HAVEN. I will not say whether I am 
right or wrong in reference to this matter; but Ido 
say that for a series of years appropriations have 
been made from year to year for this purpose, con- 
tained precisely in the same words as my amend- 
ment. This man isin the publicemployment 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Will the gentleman 
say whether the office of Mr. Espy, who used to 
be called the Storm King, is an office created by 
law? 

Mr. HAVEN. The question which my friend 
from Virginia puts me has ‘reference to the desig- 
nation of the man that fills the office—Storm King, 
as he says—rather than to the employment in 
which heis engaged. I cannot say whether there 
ia such an office as the head of a bureau of mete- 
orological surveys, but 1 do understand that the 
law has made provision for this office. I have 
pointed to the place where provision is made for 
the office, and for paying the man who has been 
employed under the law to fill it. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the Chair understands 
the facts of the case, this was a special service for 
which the appropriation was made; and the ser- 
vice and office expires with the exhaustion of the 
appropriation. ‘The amendment would not, there- 
fore, be in order under the rule established. 

Mr. HAVEN. Allow meto say one thing fur- 
ther. When the Secretary of the Navy called the 
attention of the House to this matter 

{Loud cries of ‘* Order!’’ ‘* Order!’’} 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentieman ap- 
peal from the decision of the Chair? 

Mr. HAVEN. I do; and I desire simply to 
say that ever since I have been in this House 

Mr. PHELPS. I rise to a question of order. 
There is an appeal pending; and no debate is in 
order. 

Mr. STANTON. I desire to make a sugges- 
tion. This is in continuation of works which 
have already been commenced. These observa- 
tions have been carried on for a series of years. 

[Cries of ‘* Question!” ‘* Question !’’] 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is, ‘‘ Shall 
the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of 
the committee ?’’ 

The question. was taken, and the decision of the 
Chair was not sustained; there being, on a count, 
only thirty-one in the affirmative. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the 
amendment submitted by the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Haven. } 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 
amend the amendment by adding: 


Provided, That the hemp agents appointed for Kentucky 
and Missouri be dispensed with after the passage of this 
act. 


Mr. HAVEN. I hope the gentleman will not 
mix up hemp with my amendment. 
hang on. 

Mr. STANTON. The hemp agents in those 
States are now unnecessary. They have not pur- 











1 prepose to 


chased a pound of hemp for the last few years, | 


and will not purchase a pound for the next five 


years. I will, however, withdraw my amend-+ 
ment. 
Mr. WALSH. I move to amend the amend- 


ment by adding the following: 


Provided, That no portion of the said amount be appro- 
priated for the purchase of intoxicating liquors for bev- 
erages. 


[Laughter. | 

Mr. FLORENCE. | move to amend the clause 
by striking out the word ‘ three’’ and inserting 
the word * four;’’ so that it shall read: 


For the wages of persons employéd at the Observato 
and Hydrographical Office, viz: one lithographer, one 
strument maker, two watchmen, and one porter, $4,160. 

There are employed at the National Observa- 
tory—— 


. - 





‘amendment outof order, as not bene put the 
| the pendin amendment. ares 





| Reports are sent from all the € 
stations in the country to him. He is employed 
at present in getting out a work u 


It does not || 


/man by reference to the 


Senet neta eee 
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The CHAIRMAN, The Chair... 





ermane ty 
Mr. WALSH. I appeal 2 
the Chair. appeal from the decision o 


The question being, “ Shall isi 
Chair stand as the jet ent OF tae SiON of the 
it was put, and decided in the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained 
ua f HA SEE I rise to a question of order 

e have passed from that clau cS 
gone to anata 6 of the bill nj 

Mr. FLORENCE. Then I wil 
ment in another shape. 
ing: 

And to increase the j 
watchmen employed at the National Ober, 4 two 

Mr. HAVEN. I propose, if the ventien. 
will allow me, to say that his amendment doesn, 
trouble my amendment, and perhaps it will be 
better to take the question upon my amend 
first, and then offer his amendment. me 

Mr. FLORENCE. Then we will have 
from the clause. But I have no objection to 
so, if my amendment will come in immediately 
after the gentleman’s amendment is voted on, | 
will now briefly state the reason why I offer the 
amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is that amend. 
ment in order. I submit that it is an expenditure * 
ae eee by law? I make that point of 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
point of order is well taken, and he therefore de. 
cides the amendment to be out of order. 

Mr. FLORENCE, Why, Mr. Chairman, is it 
not in order to strike out $3,000” and insert 
‘$4,000? That is my motion, and I intended to 
have stated that the object was to increase the com. 
pensation of these officers. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
amendment is not in order. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Is it not in order to offer 
an amendment to enable the Secretary of the Navy 
to increase the compensation of certain officers of 
the Navy? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides tha 
the amendment contains an appropriation not au- 
thorized by existing law, and is, therefore, not in 
order. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
of the Chair. 

The question ‘ Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee?” was 
taken, and the decision of the Chair was sus- 
tained. . 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. I movetoamend 
the amendment of the gentleman from New York, 
ber r. Haven,] by increasing the appropriation one 
dollar. 

I have moved the amehdment merely for the 
purpose of enabling me to ask one or two ques- 
tions, to which I ask the attention of the gentle- 


1 putm 
I move to amend by aly 


I appeal from the decision 


man from New York. There is now an officer — 


employed by the Smithsonian Institution whose 
duty it is to receive and to make all mete- 
orological calculations, and to report them. 
ifferent military 


n this subject 
at the expense of the Smithsonian Institution. 


What I want to know is, whether these are the — 


same services upon, which Professor Espy is em- 
ployed ? 

Mr. HAVEN. I can only answer the gentle 
ocuments, 1 know 
nothing of the computations of the Smithsonia 
Institution; but I doubt not the gentleman 1s cor 
rect in what he states. 

Here is Proféssor Espy’s letter: 

Irvine HoTer, WASHINGTON, | 
* September 8, 1853. 5 
Sir: In answer to your letter of the Gth instant, request 


| ing me to “furnish you a report of my labors, and their t 
| sults,connected with 


observations co 
by me, under the direction of the Navy Department, 


the year,’ I have to report as follows: 
Daring the year, asin social aeaaet years, | have had 


access to all the m cal journals kept at the variow 
sane suas ty ater otine meaien , and 10 8 
nstitution, 


the the 
<a sety denim aen oitianh very wide extent of 
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